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This small contribution will help you to understand the validity of asking
du’a for the dead from verses of the Qur’an and Hadith of our Nabi (s.a.w). It must
be noted that in order to avoid loads of literature, I have limited the number of
Verses and Hadith.
Verse No. 1
Allah says in the Qur’an (59: 10):

ِ ِٱغ ِف ْر لنا وِإل ْخوانِنا ٱلَِّذين سبقُونا ب
ِ ٱإليم
ان
ْ رَّبنا
“Our Lord Forgive us and our brothers who were before us in the faith …”
Points to be noted:
1. In this verse we are asking Allah to forgive us for our sins.
2. However we are asking for our brothers who preceded us in faith, that is
who accepted Islam before us. The word used here is

سبقُونا

which is from

the root verb  سبقmeaning to precede, to leave behind, to come before.
3. This means that we are asking du’a for ourselves and for those who have
accepted Islam before us.
4. Among those who accepted Islam among us are those who came on earth
before us and who had already passed away.
5. When it is said in that verse ‘those who were before us in faith’ (

ِ ِسبقُونا ب
ِ ٱإليم
ان

ٱلَِّذين

) did past prophets and past nations, the prophet and his

Ashab, the Tabi’in and the Taba’ut Tabi’in not considered as ‘those who
were before us in the faith’?
6. Does that not mean we are asking du’a of forgiveness for the past people
who already passed away?
7. What does ‘Our Lord forgive us’ (لنا

ٱغ ِف ْر
ْ رَّبنا

) mean? This means all

Muslims male and female still alive on earth.

islamimanihsan.com

Page 2

8. What does ‘And our brothers who were before us in faith’ (

ِ ِسبقُونا ب
ِ ٱإليم
ان

وِإل ْخوانِنا ٱلَِّذين

) mean? This means all Muslims male and female who

came and passed away accepting Iman (deen) before the present nation.
9. As such the verse that verse implies that we are asking du’a for all Muslims
dead and alive.
Verse No. 2
Allah says in the Qur’an (17: 24):

ِّ و ُقل َّر
ب ْٱرح ْمهُما كما رَّبيانِي ص ِغي ار
“And say: My Lord! Have mercy on them both as they did care for me when I was
little”
Points to be noted:
1. The word

ُقل

used in the verse denotes an order from Allah to our Nabi

(s.a.w) to mankind to ‘say’, to utter, to recite, to tell, to voice out. This
means that what follows is a direct order from Allah to be put into practice.
2. Did Allah mention when to read it? NO
3. Can we thus read it at any time we want?
4. What is the order? The order is to ask Allah to have mercy on both of them.

ِّ ) َّر. When we ask Allah to show and shower His Rahmah upon
(ب ْٱرح ْمهُما

someone is this a du’a? Yes it is.
5. To whom this du’a is addressed? It is to our parents, mothers and fathers
(هما
ُ ).Thus in this verse we are asking du’a for our parents.

6. Why are we asking du’a? Allah gives the reason in ‘as they did care for me
when I was little’ (ر
ص ِغي ا

) كما رَّبيانِي. The fact is that they were at our

service when we were children and little. They took care of us. They cater
for our needs through different needs and one of the ways to thank them is to
pray for them through du’a (invocation).
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7. The idea behind asking du’a for them is to show our gratitude for what they
did for us when we were little.
8. Now, what about when it comes to their death and after their death? Do we
stop asking du’a for them? Do we stop reading this verse from the Qur’an?
9. Is there any indication in the verse that this du’a is applied only when they
are alive? NO
10.As such after their death we can continue asking du’a for them.
Verse No. 3
Allah says in the Qur’an (14: 41):

ِ
ِ ِ ِ َّ ٱغ ِفر لِي ولِوالِد
اب
ُ وم ٱْلحس
ْ ْ رَّبنا
ُ ُي ولْل ُم ْؤمنين ي ْوم يق
“Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents and the believers on the day when the
account is cast”
Points to be noted:
1. In this verse we are addressing to Allah a du’a

2. This is a du’a of forgiveness as the word (ٱغ ِفر
ْ ) is being used here.

ْ

3. This forgiveness is spread for three different parties namely:
(i)
For myself
(ii) For my parents (mother and father) and
(iii) For the believers
4. Is there any restriction to when to ask this du’a? No
5. Is there any mention whether it is specified only when our parents and the
believers are alive? No.
6. When

( لِْل ُم ْؤ ِمنِينfor the believers) are mentioned this refers to all believers,

dead and alive.
7. There is no specific place indicating that the believers must be alive. There
is no condition being specified here.
8. If we say that the believers must be alive then does that mean that once a
believer dies he / she is no more a believer?
9. If someone is a believer, he is as such during his life on earth and also after
his death.
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Conclusive Points to be noted from the 3 verses above mentioned:
1. In the 3 above mentioned verses we are asking du’a for:
(i)
those Muslims who came before us
(ii) our Muslim parents and
(iii) for the believers.
2. Are these verses from the Qur’an? Yes
3. Did Allah say when to ask these du’a? No
4. Can it be recited at any time? Yes
5. Now there are those who say that after the death of a person we can’t ask
du’a for him / her. The question is: What will you do when you come across
these three above mentioned verses?
6. If your parents passed away (are dead) will you continue to read the verse
“My Lord! Have mercy on them both as they did care for me when I was
little” or you will remove it from the Qur’an?
7. If you remove it from the Qur’an or if you omit it or if you bypass it … you
are a sinner. You are acting as the Jews and the Christians did … falsifying
their books.
8. But if you read it this means that you are asking du’a for your parents who
are dead. Is this then not a du’a for the dead persons? Likewise for the 2
other verses above where we are asking du’a for our brothers who preceded
us in faith and the believers.
9. This means that we can’t remove any verse from the Qur’an
10.This means that we can’t omit any verse from the Qur’an
11.This means that we can’t bypass any verse of the Qur’an
12.This means that we must read all of them
13.This means that whether our parents or those who preceded us in faith or the
believers passed away or not we can ask du’a for them.
14.It is from the Qur’an as an order from Allah
15.It has been mandatory on the prophet (s.a.w) to make us aware of it.
16.Each time we read these verses from the Qur’an we are asking du’a for
them. (we like it or we don’t like it). There is logic in it for those who
reflect.
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Verse No. 4
Allah says in the holy Qur’an (9:84):

وال تُص ِّل عل ٰى أح ٍد ِّم ْنهُم َّمات أبدا وال تقُ ْم عل ٰى ق ْب ِرِه إَِّنهُ ْم كف ُروْا بِٱللَّ ِه ور ُسولِ ِه
ِ وماتُوْا وهم ف
اسقُون
ُْ
“And never pray for one of them who died and nor stand by his grave. Lo! they
disbelieved in Allah and His messenger and they died while they were evil-doers.”
Points to be noted:
1. This verse has been revealed to those who did not believe in Allah and His
messenger and who died as such.
2. This verse is also for the Hypocrites.
3. As such in this verse Allah ordered the prophet (s.a.w)
(i)

not to pray for the unbelievers and the Hypocrites when they died and

(ii)

not to stand at their graves (graves of unbelievers and hypocrites)

4. However there is a condition for not asking du’a for them and not to go to
their graves. The condition is that the dead people must be
(i)

disbelievers

(ii)

and hypocrites.

5. If the dead is not a Muslim then we can’t pray for him /her.
6. But what about if the person is a Muslim?
7. Can we then pray for a dead Muslim?
8. Can we go to the grave of a dead Muslim to ask Allah du’a for him?
9. For instance when Allah advices us not to take the unbelievers (jews and
Christians) (Qur’an 5: 51) as friends … who will we then take as friend? Of
course the Muslims. Does that imply that we can take believers as friends?
YES we take believers as friends. There is again a condition here. If the
person is a non Muslim then don’t take him / her as friend. But if he / she is
a Muslim … then he is our friend.
islamimanihsan.com
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10.Likewise when Allah ordered the prophet (s.a.w) not to pray for unbelievers
this means automatically that if the dead person is a Muslim then we can
pray for him. This is simple Qiyas (analogy) and Ijtihad (human reasoning)
from the Holy Qur’an.
11.Again when Allah ordered the prophet not to go to the graves of the
hypocrites and the believers, this means that if the dead person is a Muslim
then we can go at his / her grave. This is simple Qiyas (analogy) and Ijtihad
(human reasoning) from the Holy Qur’an.
12.Asking du’a at home or going at the grave of a dead Muslim to ask du’a for
him / her are both allowed in Islam and they were the concepts of the
prophet (s.a.w) alongside with his Ashab.
Hadith No. 1
Sahih Muslim » The Book of Will

كتاب الوصية
Hazrat Abu Huraira (ra) reported Allah's Messenger (s.a.w) as saying:

 و ْاب ُن ُح ْج ٍر قالُوا ح َّدثنا-  ي ْعنِي ْابن س ِع ٍيد- ،ُ وقُت ْيبة،ح َّدثنا ي ْحيى ْب ُن أُّيوب
ِ ِ عن أب، ع ِن اْلعال ِء-  هو ْابن جعف ٍر- ،اعي ُل
ِ إِسم
 أ َّن، ع ْن أبِي ُهرْيرة،يه
ْ
ُ
ْ ُ
ْ
ِ ر ُسول اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل عليه وسلم قال " إِذا مات
ُان ْانقطع ع ْنهُ عملُه
ُ اإل ْنس
" ُإِالَّ ِم ْن ثالث ٍة إِالَّ ِم ْن صدق ٍة ج ِاري ٍة أ ْو ِعْلٍم ُي ْنتفعُ بِ ِه أ ْو ول ٍد صالِ ٍح ي ْد ُعو له
“When a man dies, his acts come to an end, except three, (except from) a recurring
(ongoing) charity, or a knowledge benefitting him, or a pious (good) son who prays
for him (for the deceased).”

USC-MSA web (English) reference

: Muslim Book 13, Hadith 4005

Arabic reference

: Muslim Book 25, Hadith 4310
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Other references:
Swahih Muslim Book 35 Hadith 6485
Sunan An Nasa’i Hadith 3651
Sunan Ibn Majah Vol. 1, Book 1, Hadith 241
Jami’ al Tirmidhi Hadith 1376
Sunan Abu Dawood Hadith 2880
Al Adab ul Mufraad Hadith 38
Riyaad Us Swalihin Book 7 Hadith 55
Riyaad Us Swalihin Book 13, Hadith 8
Points to be noted:
1. This is a Swahih Hadith
2. Moreover, this hadith has been proven Swahih by Darussalam (a Wahabi
organization) and by Albani (Gurus of Wahabi).
3. If Imam Muslim has made a chapter on ‘Book of Will / Bequest’ (

كتاب

)الوصية, this means that this is his ‘Aqeedah and Madhhab.
4. It is found in different hadith books as listed above (Please check for self
satisfaction and knowledge).
5. It is clearly indicated in this hadith that there are three things that will
continue to benefit a dead person after his death. Every of his deeds will stop
except three (ثالث ٍة

) ْانقطع ع ْنهُ عملُهُ إِالَّ ِم ْن.

This means that a dead

person is not deprived of the help of those in this world through three means.
6. In this hadith what is important for us here is the part ُله

ول ٍد صالِ ٍح ي ْد ُعو

meaning “a righteous son who prays for him”. This means that if a righteous
(good and useful) son prays for his father no doubt the father will benefit it
in his grave.

7. Another important point is that it is said “a righteous son who prays for
him”. Some people may say that the son must be righteous. However, the
word (ح
ٍ ِ )صالcomes from the word ( )صلحmeaning to be good, to be right,

to be pious, to be useful, to be serviceable, to be practicable, to be righteous.
islamimanihsan.com

Page 8

As such a (ح
ٍ ِصال

 )ول ٍدis a good boy, a useful boy, a serviceable boy, a

righteous boy.
8. Now why was that term (ح
ٍ ِ )صالused for the boy? This is an indication that
Allah and His messenger (s.a.w) wanted us to know that a good boy is a
useful and serviceable boy for his father though after his death. This is the
condition:
(i)

The boy is useful when he prays for his father

(ii)

The boy is useful and good when he ask forgiveness for his father

(iii)

The boy is useful, good and pious when he ask du’a for his father

9. Now does ( )ولدapply only for a boy or a son? Can it mean a girl or

daughter? Can a girl or daughter pray for her father? YES. The word ()ولد
does not only mean ‘boy or son’ as male gender but it also means ‘child’,
‘offspring’, ‘descendant’, ‘young one’, ‘progeny’, ‘children’ (both singular
and plural as in (Qur’an 18: 39), ‘baby’, ‘kid’, ‘infant’ etc …

10.As such it was used as a general term to mean ‘a child’ of a deceased person.
11.Now, how can he be helpful after the death of his father? The prophet (s.a.w)
says ‘who prays for him’ (ُله

)ي ْد ُعو. This means that a good boy is someone

who is at the service (doing Khitmat) of his parents during their days on
earth and in their graves asking du’a for them.

12.Another important point is that it is said “a righteous son who prays for
him”. In this there is no mention of what he must pray for. Meaning that the
door is left open for the son to ask Allah for anything he desires such as
forgiveness, paradise, success in qabr and in Aakhirah etc … for his father.
13.Another important fact is that

صدق ٍة ج ِاري ٍة

“a continuous charity” will

benefit the man in his grave. This means that any good deed or facility given
to people like the construction of a Masjid, Madrasah, distribution of Qur’an
to people or any kind of service that people are still benefiting from after his

islamimanihsan.com

Page 9

death, will be of great benefit for him in his grave. As long as people are
making use of it the man will be favoured in his grave.
14.Another important fact is that

ِعْلٍم

“a knowledge” spread and imparted by

the person during his lifetime will benefit him after his death. For example
our teachers will benefit in their graves as long as we put their precious
teachings into practice. This is a beneficial knowledge. Each time we read
the Qur’an, all those who helped us in having such knowledge will be
benefited and blessed by Allah.
15.As can be seen after the death of a man he is favoured in his grave through
three means:
(i)

A recurring / An ongoing / continuous charity

(ii)

A beneficial education / knowledge

(iii)

A good child praying for him

(iv)

There is no excuse to say that praying for a dead person is haraam or
bid’ah in Islam.

Do we have to visit graveyards?
Hadith No. 2
Sunan Abi Dawud » Funerals » Hadith

كتاب الجنائز
Chapter (81) : Visiting Graves

ِ باب ِفي ِزيارِة اْلقُُب
ور
Hazrat Buraidah (ra) narrated:
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ِ و
 ع ِن، ع ْن ُمح ِار ِب ْب ِن ِدث ٍار،اص ٍل
صلى اهلل عليه وسلم " نه ْيتُ ُك ْم ع ْن

ف ْب ُن
ُ  ح َّدثنا ُمع ِّر،ونس
ُ ح َّدثنا أ ْحم ُد ْب ُن ُي
ِ ِ عن أب،ْاب ِن برْيدة
 قال قال ر ُسو ُل اللَّ ِه،يه
ْ
ُ
ِ ِزيارِة اْلقُُب
. " وروها فِإ َّن ِفي ِزيارتِها ت ْذ ِكرة
ُ ور ف ُز

“The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w) as saying: I forbade you to visit graves, but you
may now visit them, for in visiting them there is a reminder (of death).”
Reference

: Sunan Abi Dawud 3235

In-book reference

: Book 21, Hadith 147

English translation

: Book 20, Hadith 3229

Other References
Swahih Muslim Book 11, Hadith 136
Swahih Muslim Book 35, Hadith 50
Al Muwatta Book 23, Hadith 8
Sunan Abi Dawud Hadith 3698
Jami` at-Tirmidhi Hadith 1054
Sunan Ibn Majah Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1571
Riyaad Us Swalihin Book 1, Hadith 582
Sunan An Nasa’i 5653
Points to be noted:
1. This hadith is Swahih
2. Moreover, this hadith has been graded as Swahih by Albani (one of the
gurus of Wahabi).
3. It is under the chapter

ِباب ِفي ِزيارِة اْلقُُبور

‘visiting graves’. We the

Ahlus Sunnah used to say that we are doing Ziyarah
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title of this chapter. Thus using that word Ziyarah

ِزيارِة

is legally allowed in

the jargon of Shari’ah that is Islamic terminology.
4. If Imam Abu Dawood has made a chapter under the heading ‘Visiting

ِ اْلقُُب
Graves’ (ور

)باب ِفي ِزيارِة, this mean that his ‘Aqeedah and Madhhab

are for the visiting of graves and whatever is under the chapter is his
‘Aqeedah.
5. In the hadith there is an underline understanding that the prophet forbade the
Ashab to visit graves at the start of Islam. Why? What was the reason behind
that prohibition? During the time of pre Islamic Arabia, the Arabs used to go
to the graves and worshipped the dead people. They were the idol and grave
worshippers. That was why he forbade the Muslims to go to the graveyard
with their wives.
6. However the prophet (s.a.w) later on gave his approval to make ziyarat of
the graves. Why then did the decision change? There are among others 2
reasons:
(i)

ِ  )ت ْذand one day we
The visit of the graves will remind us of death (كرة

will be in the same position and
(ii) The prophet (s.a.w) was certain and for sure that his Ummah will
never commit shirk, idol worshipping or grave worshipping. That was
why he allowed the Muslims to go to the graveyard and visit the
graves.
7. This can be proved by the hadith: “By Allah I am not afraid that you will
worship others besides Allah after me, but I am afraid that you will strive

وِاِّني
اف عل ْي ُك ْم أ ْن تناف ُسوا
ُ  ول ِك ْن أخ،اف عل ْي ُك ْم أ ْن تُ ْش ِرُكوا ب ْع ِدي
ُ واللَّ ِه ما أخ
( ) ِفيهاSwahih al Bukhariy Vol. 8, Book 76, Hadith 590)
There is an oath or a promise made by our Nabi (s.a.w) when he said ( )واللَّ ِه
and struggle against each other over these treasures of the world” (

8.

‘by Allah’.
9. It has already indicated that those who will be on the true path will not
worship anyone besides Allah. There will be no polytheism. This is the
words of the prophet (s.a.w). Why do still people accuse the Ahlus Sunnah
as committing Shirk at graves?
islamimanihsan.com
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10.This is our ‘Aqeedah that we don’t worship graves or anyone in any grave.
This is a false accusation from the Wahabi concerning the ‘Concepts of
Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah’.
11.The ‘Concepts of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah’ are not responsible for the
deeds of any idiots in our religion. Anyone desiring to worship graves IS
NOT part of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah. It is free from all these sins.
Hadith No. 3
Jami` at-Tirmidhi » The Book Funerals » Hadith

كتاب الجنائز عن رسول اهلل صلى اهلل عليه وسلم
Chapter (60): What Has Been Related About The Permission To Visit The Graves

ِ الر ْخص ِة ِفي ِزيارِة اْلقُُب
ور
ُّ باب ما جاء ِفي
Hazrat Sulaiman bin Buraidah (ra) narrated from his father that:

 قالُوا، واْلحس ُن ْب ُن علِ ٍّي اْلخالَّ ُل،ود ْب ُن غ ْيالن
ُ  وم ْح ُم،ح َّدثنا ُمح َّم ُد ْب ُن ب َّش ٍار
ِ ح َّدثنا أبو ع
َّ اصٍم
 ع ْن ُسل ْيمان ْب ِن، ع ْن عْلقمة ْب ِن م ْرث ٍد،ان
ُ
ُ  ح َّدثنا ُس ْفي،النبِي ُل
ِ ِ عن أب،برْيدة
ت نه ْيتُ ُك ْم
ُ  قال قال ر ُسو ُل اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل عليه وسلم " ق ْد ُك ْن،يه
ْ
ُ
ِ ُم ِه ف ُزوروها فِإَّنها تُذ ِّكر
ِ ع ْن ِزيارِة اْلقُُب
اآلخرة
ِّ ور فق ْد أ ُِذن لِ ُمح َّم ٍد ِفي ِزيارِة ق ْب ِر أ
ُ
ُ
ِ  قال وِفي اْلب. "
ٍ اب ع ْن أبِي س ِع ٍيد و ْاب ِن م ْس ُع
ٍ ود وأن
. س وأبِي ُهرْيرة وأ ُِّم سلمة
 واْلعم ُل على هذا ِع ْند. يح
ٌ يث ُبرْيدة ح ِد
ُ قال أُبو ِعيسى ح ِد
ٌ يث حس ٌن ص ِح
َّ  و ُهو قو ُل ْاب ِن اْلمبار ِك و. ور بأْسا
ِ أ ْه ِل اْل ِعْلِم ال يرْون بِ ِزيارِة اْلقُُب
الش ِاف ِع ِّي
ُ
ْ
. وأ ْحمد وِا ْسحاق
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The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w) said: "I had prohibited you from visiting the
graves. But Muhammad was permitted to visit the grave of his mother: so visit
them, for they will remind you of the Hereafter."
References:
Jami` at-Tirmidhi 1054

Other references:
Muslim Book 11 Hadith 136, Book 35 Hadith 50
Al Muwatta Book 23 Hadith 1038
Sunan An Nasa’I Hadith 2032, 2033, 4429, 4430, 5651, 5652, 5653
Sunan Abi Dawood Hadith 3235, 3698
Riyaad us Swaliheen Book 1 Hadith 582
Ibn Majah Book 6 Hadith 1638
Jami’ al Tirmidhi Book 10 Hadith 90

Points to be noted:
1. It is a Swahih Hadith
2. It is a hadith found in Tirmidhi Shareef under the heading “What Has Been
Related About The Permission To Visit The Graves” (

ِ ِفي ِزيارِة اْلقُُب
ور

الر ْخص ِة
ُّ ما جاء ِفي

).

3. If Imam Tirmidhi has made a chapter under the heading ‘What Has Been
Related About The Permission To Visit The Graves (

باب ما جاء ِفي

ِ الر ْخص ِة ِفي ِزيارِة اْلقُُب
ور
ُّ ), this mean that his ‘Aqeedah and Madhhab are

for the visiting of graves and whatever is under the chapter is his ‘Aqeedah.
4. It is also found in many other hadith books as listed above.

5. In this hadith the prophet (s.a.w) said that he had prohibited the Ashab from
visiting the graves. But why did the prophet change his decision? Here 2
reasons are given:
islamimanihsan.com
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(a) He was given the permission to visit the grave of his mother as stated in
(ُم ِه
ِّ أ

فق ْد أ ُِذن لِ ُمح َّم ٍد ِفي ِزيارِة ق ْب ِر

)

(b) In order for the Ashab to think of and remind of the Next Word –

ِ
Aakhirah as stated in (اآلخرة

وروها فِإَّنها تُذ ِّك ُر
ُ ف ُز

)

6. As from the start, it is a sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to visit the graves of a
mother or a parent. He visited the grave of his mother.
7. The prophet (s.a.w) ordered the Ashab to visit the graveyards by the words
(‘ )ف ُزوروهاso visit them’

ُ

8. What else do we learn from this hadith? It is also from the view of Abi
Sa’eed, Ibn Mas’ud, Anas, Abi Huraira and Umm Salmah. (

ِ قال وِفي اْلب
اب

ٍ ) ع ْن أبِي س ِع ٍيد و ْاب ِن م ْس ُع. Are we going
ٍ ود وأن
س وأبِي ُهرْيرة وأ ُِّم سلمة
to go against these narrators? Who dare do it?

9. Is it a Swahih hadith? Yes. It is said that Abu ‘Isa said that the hadith of
Buraidah (ra) is a Hadith Hasan and Swahih. (

يث ُبرْيدة
ُ قال أُبو ِعيسى ح ِد

يح
ٌ ) ح ِد. Can we say that it is Dwa’if or false? NO
ٌ يث حس ٌن ص ِح

10.What do people of knowledge of Hadith say about this hadith? It is also said
in the hadith above itself that the “People / Men of Knowledge” didn’t find
any objection in visiting a grave (

واْلعم ُل على هذا ِع ْند أ ْه ِل اْل ِعْلِم ال

ِ ) يرْون بِ ِزيارِة اْلقُُب. If these people didn’t find objection … are we
ور بأْسا
then going to find objection in it?

11.It is also said that this is also the view of Ibn Mubarak, Imam Shafi’I, Imam
Ahmad and Ishaaq. (سحاق
ْ وِا

َّ ) و ُهو قو ُل ْاب ِن اْلمبار ِك و.
الش ِاف ِع ِّي وأ ْحمد
ُ
ْ

Can any of our supposed to be ‘Ulama comes and denies what all these great
Scholars of the Salaf (1st Three generations till approximately 300 Hijri (The
Ashab, Tabi’in and Taba’ut Tabi’in)) ?
islamimanihsan.com
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12.Who are more learned? The First generations with their decisions or any of
our Nowadays ‘Ulama? The answer is too obvious.
13.In conclusion, it is the Sunnah of our Nabi (s.a.w) to visit graves as he did
for his mother. We have been commanded and advised to visit graves. This
will remind us of Aakhirah.

Did the prophet go to Graveyard and ask du’a for the
dead people?
Hadith No. 4
Sunan an-Nasa'i » The Book of Funerals » Hadith
Chapter (103): The Order To Seek Forgiveness For The Believers

ِ ِباب األم ِر ب
اال ْستِ ْغف ِار لِْل ُم ْؤ ِمنِين
ْ
It was narrated that Hazrat 'Alqamah bin Abi 'Alqamah (ra), from his
mother (ra), that she heard Hazrat 'Aishah (ra) say:

ٍ ث ْب ُن ِم ْس ِك
- ،ُ ِقراءة عل ْي ِه وأنا أ ْسمع،ين
ُ  واْلح ِار،أ ْخبرنِي ُمح َّم ُد ْب ُن سلمة
ِ  ع ِن ْاب ِن اْلق- واللَّ ْفظُ له
، ع ْن عْلقمة ْب ِن أبِي عْلقمة،ك
ٌ ِ قال ح َّدثنِي مال،اسِم
ُ
 قام ر ُسو ُل اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل عليه وسلم:  تقُو ُل،ت عائِشة
ِّ ع ْن أ
ْ  أَّنها س ِمع،ُم ِه
ِ
ْ  قال- ذات لْيل ٍة فلبِس ثِيابهُ ثَُّم خرج
ُ  فأم ْر- ت
ُت ج ِاريتي ب ِريرة تتْب ُعهُ فتبِعتْه
ِ
َّ
ِ
ِ
ُ ثَُّم ْانصرف فسبقتْه، فوقف في أ ْدناهُ ما شاء اللهُ أ ْن يقف،حتَّى جاء اْلبقيع
ِ
" : ت ذلِك لهُ فقال
ُ  ثَُّم ذك ْر،ت
ُ صب ْح
ْ  فل ْم أ ْذ ُك ْر لهُ ش ْيئا حتَّى أ،ب ِريرةُ فأ ْخبرتْني
. " يع ألُصلِّي عل ْي ِه ْم
ِ ت إِلى أ ْه ِل اْلب ِق
ُ ْإِِّني ُب ِعث

islamimanihsan.com
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"The Messenger of Allah got up one night and wore his clothes, then he went out. I
told my slave girl Barirah to follow him, so she followed him until he came to AlBaqi. Then he stood (near it) in the nearest part of it for as long as Allah willed that
he should stand, then he left. Then Barirah came back before he did and told me,
but I did not mention anything until morning came, then I mentioned that to him.
He said: 'I was sent to the people of Al-Baqi' to pray for them."'
Reference
Sunan an-Nasa'i 2038
In-book reference : Book 21, Hadith 222
English translation : Vol. 3, Book 21,
Hadith 2040

Reference
Al Muwatta
USC-MSA web (English) reference :
Book 16, Hadith 57
Arabic reference : Book 16, Hadith 579

Points to be noted:
1. This is a Hasan Hadith
2. According to the Wahabi Albani and Darussalam it is Hasan.
3. If Imam An Nasa’i has made a chapter under the heading ‘The Order To

ِ ِ ِ
ُ )باب األ ْم ِر باال ْست ْغف ِار,

Seek Forgiveness For The Believers’ (لِ ْلم ْؤ ِمنِين

this mean that his ‘Aqeedah and Madhhab are for the asking of forgiveness
for the dead. It is thus an order to ask forgiveness for the dead people.
4. It was narrated from Hazrat ‘Aisha (ra), the wife of the prophet (s.a.w). Who
could know the prophet (s.a.w) among his wives at that time more than her?
5. What did happen in this hadith? The prophet (s.a.w) went to the graveyard
Jannat ul Baqi’ as stated ‘until he came to Al Baqi’ (ا ْلب ِقيع

)حتَّى جاء.

6. As such, visiting the graveyard is a sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w)
7. What was the time of that Ziyarah? It is mentioned that ‘The Messenger of
Allah (s.a.w) got up one night’ (

)لْيل ٍة.

islamimanihsan.com
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8. As such it is a sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to visit graveyards at night.
There is no wrong in it. This proves the ‘Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal
Jama’ah.
9. Did he stay for a short or a long time in Jannat ul Baqi’? It is mentioned that
‘Then he stood in the nearest part of it for as long as Allah willed that he
should stand, then he left. Then Barirah came back before he did’ (

فوقف ِفي

ُ ثَُّم ْانصرف فسبقتْهُ ب ِريرة،)أ ْدناهُ ما شاء اللَّهُ أ ْن ي ِقف. The presence of
the phrase ‘what Allah willed’ (ُ )ما شاء اللَّهand ‘then Barirah came back
before he did’ (ُب ِريرة

ُ )فسبقتْهare enough to indicate that the prophet (s.a.w)

didn’t stay for a short time but for a longer time …. till Barirah returned to
Hazrat Aisha (ra).
10.Why did the prophet (s.a.w) go to Jannat ul Baqi’. It is said ‘to pray for
them’ (عل ْي ِهم

ْ

)ألُصلِّي.

This means that praying for the people in

graveyards are allowed in Islam.
11.It is the sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to ask du’a, to pray for the people of
graveyards, that is for those who had already left this world.
12.An interesting point is that among the people of Al Baqi’ there were those
who died so many years ago. As such it is allowed to pray for those who
died years back. It is the sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w).
13.Did Allah approve of the action of the prophet (s.a.w)? Did Allah approve
the prophet (s.a.w) going to Al Baqi’? Did Allah approve of the prophet
(s.a.w) asking du’a for the people of the graveyard? YES as it is said ‘I was
sent to the people of Al-Baqi' to pray for them.’ (

)ألُصلِّي عل ْي ِه ْم.

يع
ِ ت إِلى أ ْه ِل اْلب ِق
ُ ْإِِّني ُب ِعث

14.From point 11 there is a very interesting word being used there. The word is
‘No doubt I was sent’ (ت
ُ ُْب ِعث

)إِِّني. The verb here is ( )بعثmeaning to send.

But being in passive voice it has the meaning of ‘is sent’ and here it means
‘was sent’. What does that imply? It means that the prophet was sent to pray
islamimanihsan.com
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for the people of Al Baqi’. The question is who sent the prophet (s.a.w)? the
answer is Allah who is above the prophet (s.a.w).
15.As such it was Allah who ordered the prophet (s.a.w) to go to Al Baqi’ and
pray for these people found in that graveyard. The prophet (s.a.w) himself
said: ‘No doubt I was sent’ (ت
ُ ُْب ِعث

 )إِِّنيmeaning ‘No doubt Allah sent me’.

16.This is the ‘Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) through the order and approval of
Allah to go to a graveyard and ask du’a for people there.
17.Another point and question is what did the prophet pray for the people of Al
Baqi’? The answer is found in the words ‘to pray upon them’ (

)عل ْي ِه ْم.

The word used here is ( )اُصلِّيfrom the verb (صلَّي

ألُصلِّي

)صلو

meaning to pray. When the verb is used with the preposition ‘on / upon’
( )علىit means ‘to pray Allah to bless someone’ or ‘to pray Allah to send
blessing upon someone’. As such (عل ْي ِهم

ْ

 )ألُصلِّيmeans ‘for me to pray

Allah to send blessing upon them (the people of the graveyard of Al Baqi’)’.
18. (عل ْي ِهم

ْ

 )ألُصلِّيsignifies such du’a involving blessings which is so vast as

du’a and invocation. It is the same verb root which is used to send blessing
upon the prophet (s.a.w). This is to show how intensified the du’a can be. It
involves forgiveness, success in qabr and Aakhirah, elevation of status and
grade (Darjah) in qabr and Aakhirah, security, peace and everything related
to blessings. This is too vast (from the term blessing).

Hadith No. 5
Sahih Muslim » The Book of Prayer - Funerals » Hadith

كتاب الجنائز
Chapter (35): What is to be said when entering the graveyard and supplicating for
its occupants
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الدع ِ
باب ما ُيقا ُل ِع ْند ُد ُخ ِ
ور و ُّ
ول اْلقُُب ِ
اء أل ْهلِها
Hazrat Muhammad b. Qais (ra) said (to the people):

ِ
ون ْب ُن س ِع ٍيد األْيلِ ُّي ،ح َّدثنا ع ْب ُد اللَّ ِه ْب ُن و ْه ٍب ،أ ْخبرنا ْاب ُن ُجرْي ٍج،
وح َّدثني ه ُار ُ
ير ْب ِن اْل ُمطَّلِ ِب ،أَّنهُ س ِمع ُمح َّمد ْبن ق ْي ٍ
ع ْن ع ْب ِد اللَّ ِه ْب ِن كثِ ِ
ت
س ،يقُو ُل س ِم ْع ُ
ت أال أُح ِّدثُ ُك ْم ع ِن َّ
النبِ ِّي صلى اهلل عليه وسلم وعِّني ُ .قْلنا
عائِشة ،تُح ِّد ُ
ث فقال ْ
َّ
ِ
ِ
اج
بلى ح .وح َّدثني م ْن ،سمع ح َّجاجا األ ْعور - ،والل ْفظُ لهُ  -قال ح َّدثنا ح َّج ُ

ْب ُن ُمح َّم ٍد ،ح َّدثنا ْاب ُن ُجرْي ٍج ،أ ْخبرنِي ع ْب ُد اللَّ ِه - ،رُج ٌل ِم ْن قُرْي ٍ
ش  -ع ْن
ُمح َّم ِد ْب ِن ق ْي ِ
س ْب ِن م ْخرمةْ ،ب ِن اْل ُمطَّلِ ِب أَّنهُ قال ي ْوما أال أُح ِّدثُ ُك ْم عِّني وع ْن
ت عائِشةُ أال أُح ِّدثُ ُك ْم عِّني
يد أ َّ
أ ِّ
ُمي قال فظنَّنا أَّنهُ ُي ِر ُ
ُمهُ الَّتِي ولدتْهُ  .قال قال ْ
وع ْن رس ِ
ت لْيلتِي
ت ل َّما كان ْ
ول اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل عليه وسلم ُ .قْلنا بلى  .قال قال ْ
ُ
الَّتِي كان َّ
النبِ ُّي صلى اهلل عليه وسلم ِفيها ِع ْن ِدي ْانقلب فوضع ِرداءهُ وخلع
نعل ْي ِه فوضعهما ِع ْند ِر ْجل ْي ِه وبسط طرف إِز ِارِه على ِفر ِ
ث
اضطجع فل ْم يْلب ْ
اش ِه ف ْ
ْ
ُ
َّ
ت فأخذ ِرداءهُ ُروْيدا و ْانتعل ُروْيدا وفتح اْلباب فخرج
إِال رْيثما ظ َّن أ ْن ق ْد رق ْد ُ
ت ِدرِعي ِفي أر ِ
ت
ْسي و ْ
ت إِز ِاري ثَُّم ْانطل ْق ُ
ت وتقَّن ْع ُ
اختم ْر ُ
ثَُّم أجافهُ ُروْيدا فجعْل ُ ْ
على إِثْ ِرِه حتَّى جاء اْلب ِقيع فقام فأطال اْل ِقيام ثَُّم رفع يد ْي ِه ثالث م َّر ٍ
ات ثَُّم

ت فأ ْحضر فأ ْحض ْر ُ
ت فه ْرول فه ْروْل ُ
ت فأ ْسرع فأ ْسرْع ُ
ْانحرف ف ْانحرْف ُ
ت فسب ْقتُهُ
َّ
ش ح ْشيا اربِية " .
ت فدخل فقال " ما ل ِك يا عائِ ُ
ت فل ْيس إِال أ ِن ْ
اضطج ْع ُ
فدخْل ُ
ت
ت ال ش ْىء  .قال " لتُ ْخبِ ِرينِي أ ْو لُي ْخبِرِّني اللَّ ِط ُ
ير "  .قال ْ
قال ْ
ت ُقْل ُ
يف اْلخبِ ُ
ت
ت يا ر ُسول اللَّ ِه بِأبِي أ ْنت وأ ِّ
ُمي  .فأ ْخب ْرتُهُ قال " فأ ْن ِت السَّو ُ
اد الَِّذي أرْي ُ
ُقْل ُ
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 فلهدنِي ِفي ص ْد ِري ل ْهدة أ ْوجعتْنِي ثَُّم قال " أظن ْن ِت أ ْن. ت نع ْم
ُ  ُقْل. " امي
َّ ت م ْهما ي ْكتُِم
"  قال. اس ي ْعل ْمهُ اللَّهُ نع ْم
ْ  قال. " ُي ِحيف اللَّهُ عل ْي ِك ور ُسولُه
ُ الن
فِإ َّن ِج ْب ِريل أتانِي ِحين أرْي ِت فنادانِي فأ ْخفاهُ ِم ْن ِك فأج ْبتُهُ فأ ْخف ْيتُهُ ِم ْن ِك ول ْم
ت أ ْن أُوِقظ ِك
ُ ت أ ْن ق ْد رق ْد ِت فك ِرْه
ُ ي ُك ْن ي ْد ُخ ُل عل ْي ِك وق ْد وض ْع ِت ثِياب ِك وظن ْن
ِِ
ِ
ْم ُرك أ ْن تأْتِي أ ْهل اْلب ِقي ِع فت ْست ْغ ِفر لهُ ْم
ُ وخ ِش
ُ يت أ ْن ت ْست ْوحشي فقال إ َّن رَّبك يأ
ت ك ْيف أقُو ُل لهُ ْم يا ر ُسول اللَّ ِه قال " قُولِي السَّال ُم على أ ْه ِل
ْ  قال. "
ُ ت ُقْل
ِ الدي ِار ِمن اْلمؤ ِمنِين واْلمسلِ ِمين ويرحم اللَّه اْلمست ْق ِد ِمين ِمَّنا واْلمستأ
ِّ
ْخ ِرين وِاَّنا
ُْ
ُْ ُ ُ ْ
ُْ
ُْ
. " إِ ْن شاء اللَّهُ بِ ُك ْم لال ِحقُون
Should I not narrate to you (a hadith of the Holy Prophet) on my authority and on
the authority of my mother? We thought that he meant the mother who had given
him birth. He (Muhammad b. Qais) then reported that it was 'A'isha who had
narrated this: Should I not narrate to you about myself and about the Messenger of
Allah (s.a.w)? We said: Yes. She said: When it was my turn for Allah's Messenger
(s.a.w) to spend the night with me, he turned his side, put on his mantle and took
off his shoes and placed them near his feet, and spread the corner of his shawl on
his bed and then lay down till he thought that I had gone to sleep. He took hold of
his mantle slowly and put on the shoes slowly, and opened the door and went out
and then closed it lightly. I covered my head, put on my veil and tightened my
waist wrapper, and then went out following his steps till he reached Baqi'. He stood
there and he stood for a long time. He then lifted his hands three times, and then
returned and I also returned. He hastened his steps and I also hastened my steps.
He ran and I too ran. He came (to the house) and I also came (to the house). I,
however, preceded him and I entered (the house), and as I lay down in the bed, he
(the Holy Prophet) entered the (house), and said: Why is it, O 'A'isha, that you are
out of breath? I said: There is nothing. He said: Tell me or the Subtle and the
Aware would inform me. I said: Messenger of Allah, may my father and mother be
ransom for you, and then I told him (the whole story). He said: Was it the darkness
(of your shadow) that I saw in front of me? I said: Yes. He gave me a nudge on the
chest which I felt, and then said: Did you think that Allah and His Apostle would
deal unjustly with you? She said: Whatsoever the people conceal, Allah will know
islamimanihsan.com
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it. He said: Gabriel came to me when you saw me. He called me and he concealed
it from you. I responded to his call, but I too concealed it from you, as you were
not fully dressed. I thought that you had gone to sleep, and I did not like to awaken
you, fearing that you may be frightened. He (Jibril) said: Your Lord has
commanded you to go to the inhabitants of Baqi' and beg pardon for them. I said:
Messenger of Allah, how should I pray for them? He said: Say, Peace be upon the
inhabitants of this city (graveyard) from among the Believers and the Muslims, and
may Allah have mercy on those who have gone ahead of us, and those who come
later on, and we shall, God willing, join you.
Reference

: Sahih Muslim 974 b

In-book reference

: Book 11, Hadith 132

USC-MSA web (English) reference

: Book 4, Hadith 2127

Other References
Swahih Muslim Book 11, Hadith 131
Sunan an-Nasa'i 2037, 2039, 2040, 3963, 3964
Riyaad Us Swaliheen Book 1, Hadith 581
Al Muwatta Book 16, Hadith 57

Points to be noted:
1. This hadith is Swahih
2. It is from Swahih Muslim under the chapter ‘What is to be said when
entering the graveyard and supplicating for its occupants’ (

ِ الدع
ِ ) ِع ْند ُد ُخ
ُّ ور و
ِ ول اْلقُُب
اء أل ْهلِها

باب ما ُيقا ُل

3. If Imam Muslim has made a chapter under the heading ‘What is to be
said when entering the graveyard and supplicating for its occupants’
(هلِها
ْ أل

ِ الدع
ِ )باب ما ُيقا ُل ِع ْند ُد ُخ, this mean that his
ُّ ور و
ِ ول اْلقُُب
اء
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‘Aqeedah and Madhhab are for visiting the graveyard and for the asking
of forgiveness for the dead.
4. It is from the wife of the prophet (s.a.w), Hazrat Aisha (ra)
5. In this hadith it is stated that the prophet at night (

ت لْيلتِي الَّتِي
ْ ل َّما كان

َّ  )كانwent to the graveyard at
النبِ ُّي صلى اهلل عليه وسلم ِفيها ِع ْن ِدي
Al Baqi’ ()حتَّى جاء ا ْلب ِقيع. Did he stay for a short or long time? Yes the
prophet (s.aw) stayed for a long time (ا ْل ِقيام

‘ )فقام فأطالHe stood and

lengthened the standing’
6. What did the prophet do when he reached Al Baqi’? ‘He then raised his

ٍ م َّر
hands 3 times’ (ات

)ثَُّم رفع يد ْي ِه ثالث. What does that mean? This

means that the prophet (s.a.w) raised his hands up to ask du’a for the
people of Al Baqi’ who already passed away. This answer is found in the
hadith itself. See note 8.
7. How was the posture of the prophet (s.a.w)? According to Aisha (ra) he
was standing and for a long time ( ا ْل ِقيام

‘ )فقام فأطالHe stood and he

lengthened his standing’. As such it is allowed to stand by the graves in a
graveyard for a long period of time. It is the sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w)
8. Who came and told the prophet (s.a.w) to go to Al Baqi’? It was Hazrat
Jibril (as) (أتانِي

)فِإ َّن ِج ْب ِريل. If it was haram or Bid’ah would Hazrat

Jibril (as) come? NO. This is common sense.
9. Why did Hazrat Jibril (as) told him to go to the graveyard at night? ‘To
go to the inhabitants of Al Baqi and ask forgiveness for them’ (

يع فت ْست ْغ ِفر لهُ ْم
ِ )أ ْهل اْلب ِق.

أ ْن تأْتِي

10.Did Hazrat Jibril (as) commit a mistake or Shirk here? NO. Why?
11.Who gave Hazrat Jibril (as) such order to ask the prophet (s.a.w) to go to
the inhabitants of Al Baqi’ and ask du’a of forgiveness for them? No one
except ALLAH
12. ‘NO DOUBT YOUR LORD (ALLAH) ORDERED YOU (THE
PROPHET) TO GO TO THE INHABITANTS OF AL BAQI’ AND
ASK FORGIVENESS FOR THEM’ (
islamimanihsan.com
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يع فت ْست ْغ ِفر لهُ ْم
ِ )أ ْهل اْلب ِق.

There is a word being used here ()ي ْأمرك

ُُ

meaning ‘He ordered you’ that is Allah has ordered the prophet (s.a.w). It
was thus an order from Allah.
13. So, visiting graves and asking du’a for them is an order from Allah and a
sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w)
14.This is the ‘Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah which is on the true
path.
15.What did Hazrat Aisha (ra) ask? She wanted to know how to ask
forgiveness for the inhabitants of the graveyard (لهم

ْ ُ ‘ )ك ْيف أقُو ُلHow

do I say for them?’ meaning ‘How do I ask for them?’.
16.What did the prophet (s.a.w) reply? The prophet (s.a.w) said ‘Peace be
upon the inhabitants of this city (graveyard) from among the Believers
and the Muslims, and may Allah have mercy on those who have gone
ahead of us, and those who come later on, and we shall, God willing, join

َّ
ِِ
ِ
ِ
ِّ السَّال ُم على أ ْه ِل
ُالدي ِار من اْل ُم ْؤ ِمنين واْل ُم ْسلمين وي ْرح ُم الله
ِ )اْلمست ْق ِد ِمين ِمَّنا واْلمستأ
ْخ ِرين وِاَّنا إِ ْن شاء اللَّهُ بِ ُك ْم لال ِحقُون
ُْ
ُْ
you’ (

17.In this du’a the prophet (s.a.w) was asking du’a for different groups of
people namely:
(i) The male and female believers in the graves
(ii) The male and female Muslims in the graves
(iii) Those past people / nations who were much before us through
times
(iv) And those who will come in the future and who will pass away
18.When the prophet (s.a.w) told Aisha (ra) to say ( )السَّالمwhat does that

ُ

mean? Is ( )السَّالمa du’a or a curse? Of course it is a du’a.

ُ

19.There is the mention that the prophet (s.a.w) raised his hands 3 times (

ثَُّم

ٍ )رفع يد ْي ِه ثالث م َّر. Either he repeated the same du’a 3 times or he
ات

asked 2 other du’a (the first choice is favoured) but in any case he raised
his hands and pray for the inhabitants of graves.
20.The raising of hands at graveyards to ask du’a for the dead people is thus
halal, allowed and sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w)
21.This is our ‘Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah.
islamimanihsan.com
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)22.As such it was an order and command of Allah to the prophet (s.a.w
through Hazrat Jibril (as) to go to the graveyard and ask du’a of
forgiveness to its inhabitants.

?Did the prophet often go to graveyard
Hadith No. 6
Sahih Muslim » The Book of Prayer - Funerals » Hadith

كتاب الجنائز
Chapter (35): What is to be said when entering the graveyard and supplicating for
its occupants

الدع ِ
باب ما ُيقا ُل ِع ْند ُد ُخ ِ
ور و ُّ
ول اْلقُُب ِ
اء أل ْهلِها
Hazrat 'Aisha (ra) reported:

ح َّدثنا ي ْحيى ْبن ي ْحيى التَّ ِم ِ
يم ُّي ،وي ْحيى ْب ُن أُّيوب ،وقُت ْيبةُ ْب ُن س ِع ٍيد ،قال
ُ
اعي ُل ْبن جعف ٍر ،عن ش ِر ٍ
ان ،ح َّدثنا إِسم ِ
ي ْحيى ْب ُن ي ْحيى أ ْخبرنا وقال اآلخر ِ
يك،
ْ
ُ ْ
ْ
 وهو ْابن أبِي ن ِم ٍر  -عن عط ِت كان
اء ْب ِن يس ٍار ،ع ْن عائِشة ،أَّنها قال ْ
ْ
ُ ُ
رسو ُل اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل عليه وسلم ُ -كلَّما كان لْيلتُها ِم ْن رس ِ
ول اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل
ُ
ُ
عليه وسلم  -ي ْخرج ِمن ِ
يع فيقُو ُل " السَّال ُم عل ْي ُك ْم دار ق ْوٍم
آخ ِر اللَّْي ِل إِلى اْلب ِق ِ
ُُ ْ
ُم ْؤ ِمنِين وأتا ُك ْم ما تُوع ُدون غدا ُمؤ َّجلُون وِاَّنا إِ ْن شاء اللَّهُ بِ ُك ْم ال ِحقُون اللَّهُ َّم
يع اْلغ ْرق ِد "
اغ ِف ْر أل ْه ِل ب ِق ِ
ْ
Page 25
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“Whenever it was her night for Allah's Messenger (s.a.w) he would go out towards
the end of the night to al-Baqi' and say: “Peace be upon you, abode of a people
who are believers. What you were promised would come to you tomorrow, you
receiving it after some delay; and God willing we shall join you. O Allah, grant
forgiveness to the inhabitants of Baqi' al-Gharqad.”

Reference
In-book
reference
USC-MSA
web (English)

: Sahih Muslim
974 a
: Book 11, Hadith
131
: Book 4, Hadith
2126

Reference

: Sunan an-Nasa'i 2039

In-book
reference

: Book 21, Hadith 223

English
translation

: Vol. 3, Book 21,
Hadith 2041

Points to be noted:
1. It is a Swahih Hadith narrated by Hazrat Aisha (ra)
2. It is found in Swahih Muslim under the chapter ‘What is to be said when

باب ما ُيقا ُل
ِ الدع
ِ  ) ِع ْند ُد ُخin the book of ()كتاب الجنائز
ُّ ور و
ِ ول اْلقُُب
اء أل ْهلِها

entering the graveyard and supplicating for its occupants’ (

3. If Imam Muslim has made a chapter under the heading ‘What is to be said
when entering the graveyard and supplicating for its occupants’ (

باب ما

ِ الدع
ِ )ُيقا ُل ِع ْند ُد ُخ, this mean that his ‘Aqeedah and
ُّ ور و
ِ ول اْلقُُب
اء أل ْهلِها

Madhhab are for visiting the graveyard and for the asking of forgiveness for
the dead.
4. It is also found in Sunan An Nasa’i under the chapter ‘The command to seek
forgiveness for the believers’ (لِ ْلم ْؤ ِمنِين
book of funeral (الجنائز
islamimanihsan.com
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ْ
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5. The title given by Imaam Muslim and Imaam Nasa’i to this chapter is
enough to conclude:
(i)

It is allowed to enter a graveyard

(ii)

To (pray) make du’a (invocation) to the inhabitants of a graveyard and

(iii)

It is a command to ask forgiveness for the inhabitants of the graves.

6. In this hadith the word (كلَّما
ُ ) appears. The meaning of ( ) ُكلَّماis ‘each time’
and ‘whenever’.

7. Hazrat Aisha (ra) said: ‘Whenever / Each time it was her night for Allah's
Messenger (s.a.w) he would go out towards the end of the night to al-Baqi'’

ِ  ي ْخرج ِمن- ول اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل عليه وسلم
ِ ُكلَّما كان لْيلتُها ِم ْن رس
آخ ِر
ْ ُُ
ُ
)اللَّْي ِل إِلى اْلب ِقي ِع. What do we understand by this sentence? The presence of
(

(كلَّما
ُ ) ‘each time / whenever’ in this sentence gives us an idea and indicates

to us that the prophet (s.a.w) would go to the graveyard of Madina each time
he would be sharing the night with Hazrat Aisha (ra). It is to be noted that
the prophet (s.a.w) had several wives and each one had one night each week
with the prophet (s.a.w).
8. What does that mean? This means that the prophet (s.a.w) was with Hazrat
Aisha once per week and he would go to Jannat ul Baqi also known as Baqi’
al Gharqad once a week at night. As such the prophet (s.a.w) would pray for
the inhabitants of the graveyard once per week as from that hadith.
9. Then comes a very simple question? Is going to the graveyard once per week
can be considered as often, rarely or never? Visiting the graveyard once per
week indicates the state of having a usual habit of going to Al Baqi’.
10.It is also found in the same hadith that the prophet ask forgiveness for the
people of Jannat ul Baqi’ (Baqi’ al Gharqad)
11.This is the Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah WAL Jama’ah.

islamimanihsan.com
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Did the prophet ask a variety of du’a for the dead
?people
Hadioth No. 7
Sahih Muslim » The Book of Prayer - Funerals » Hadith

كتاب الجنائز
Chapter (26): Supplicating for the deceased during the (funeral) prayer

اء لِْلمي ِ
الدع ِ
باب ُّ
ِّت ِفي الصَّال ِة
Hazrat 'Auf b. Malik Al Ashja’iy (ra) said:

اق ْبن إِ ْبر ِ
ِ
ِ
اهيمِ ،كال ُهما ع ْن ِعيسى
ص ُر ْب ُن عل ٍّي اْلج ْهضم ُّي ،وِا ْسح ُ ُ
وح َّدثنا ن ْ
َّ ِ
ِ
ِ ِ
ون ْب ُن
ْب ِنُ ،ي ُ
ونس ع ْن أبِي ح ْمزة اْلح ْمص ِّي ،ح وح َّدثني أُبو الطاه ِر ،وه ُار ُ
س ِع ٍيد األْيلِ ُّي - ،واللَّ ْفظُ ألبِي الطَّ ِ
اه ِر  -قاال ح َّدثنا ْاب ُن و ْه ٍب ،أ ْخبرنِي ع ْم ُرو
الر ْحم ِن ْب ِن ُجب ْي ِر ْب ِن ُنف ْي ٍر،
ْب ُن اْلح ِار ِث ،ع ْن أبِي ح ْمزة ْب ِن ُسل ْيٍم ،ع ْن ع ْب ِد َّ
يه ،عن عو ِ
عن أبِ ِ
ت َّ
النبِ َّي صلى اهلل عليه
ف ْب ِن مالِ ٍك األ ْشج ِع ِّي ،قال س ِم ْع ُ
ْ
ْ ْ
وسلم وصلَّى على جن ٍ
ف ع ْنهُ وع ِاف ِه
ازة يقُو ُل " اللَّهُ َّم ْ
اع ُ
اغ ِف ْر لهُ و ْارح ْمهُ و ْ
اغ ِسْله بِم ٍ
اء وثْل ٍج وبرٍد ونقِّ ِه ِمن اْلخطايا كما ُينقَّى
ِّع ُم ْدخلهُ و ْ ُ
وأ ْك ِرْم ُن ُزلهُ ووس ْ
الدن ِ
ض ِمن َّ
ار خ ْي ار ِم ْن د ِارِه وأ ْهال خ ْي ار ِم ْن أ ْهلِ ِه
س وأ ْب ِدْلهُ د ا
ب األ ْبي ُ
الثَّْو ُ
وزْوجا خ ْي ار ِم ْن زْو ِج ِه وِق ِه ِفتْنة اْلق ْب ِر وعذاب َّ
ت أ ْن
الن ِار "  .قال ع ْو ٌ
ف فتمَّن ْي ُ
ول اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل عليه وسلم على ذلِك اْلمي ِ
ت أنا اْلميِّت لِ ُدع ِ
اء رس ِ
ِّت .
ل ْو ُك ْن ُ
ُ
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I heard the Holy Prophet (s.a.w) say on a funeral: O Allah! forgive him, have
mercy upon him. Give him peace and absolve him. Receive him with honour and
make his grave spacious. Wash him with water, snow and hail, cleanse him from
faults as is cleaned a white garment from impurity. Requite him with an abode
(house) more excellent than his abode, with a family better than his family, and
with a mate better than his mate, and save him from the trial of the grave and
torment of Hell. 'Auf b. Malik said: I earnestly desired that I were the dead person
to receive the prayer of the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w) as this dead body had
(received).

Reference

: Sahih Muslim 963 d

In-book reference

: Book 11, Hadith 111

USC-MSA web (English) reference

: Book 4, Hadith 2106

Other references
Swahih Muslim 963 a, 963 b
Sunan An Nasa’i Vol. 1, Book 1, Hadith 62
Sunan An Nasa’i Vol. 3, Book 21, Hadith 1985, 1986
Sunan Ibn Majah Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1500
Riyaad Us Swalihin Book 7, Hadith 41

Points to be noted:
1. It is a Swahih Hadith
2. It has been graded as Swahih by the Wahabi gurus from Darussalam
3. If Imam Muslim has made a chapter under the heading ‘Supplicating for the
deceased during the (funeral) prayer’ (الصَّال ِة

ِ اء لِْلمي
ِ الدع
ُّ )باب, this
ِّت ِفي

mean that his ‘Aqeedah and Madhhab are for supplicating and asking of
forgiveness for the dead.
4. An interesting point is that Hazrat 'Auf bin Malik Al Ashja’iy (ra) said that
he heard the prophet (s.a.w) reciting the du’a mentioned in the hadith
(ل
ُ يقُو

َّ ت
النبِ َّي صلى اهلل عليه وسلم وصلَّى على جنازٍة
ُ )س ِم ْع.

islamimanihsan.com
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does that mean? This means that if Hazrat ‘Auf bin Malik had heard the
prophet then no doubt the prophet (s.a.w) should have recited the du’a /
invocation aloud … with a high voice.
5. As such it is allowed / permissible to ask du’a for the dead aloud.
6. It is the sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to read such du’a aloud for a funeral.
7. Making du’a for the dead IS NOT Haram or Bid’ah.
8. This is the ‘Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah to ask du’a aloud for the
dead person.
9. Now what were the invocations the prophet (s.a.w) made for the dead
person? There were many mentioned in that hadith such as:
(i)
Forgiveness for the dead
(ii) Mercy of Allah for the dead
(iii) Peace
(iv) Safety
(v) Receive the dead in the best way (Accept the dead)
(vi) With Honour (status, dignity)
(vii) To make his grave spacious.
(viii) To Wash him with water, snow and hail (with purified water)
(ix) To cleanse him from faults (purification)
(x) As is cleaned a white garment from impurity (Status of being pure)
(xi) Exchange (for) him with an abode (house) more excellent than his
abode.
(xii) With a family better than his family
(xiii) With a mate better than his mate (wife)
(xiv) Safety from the trial of the grave
(xv) Safety from the torment / punishment of Hell
10.Did the prophet (s.a.w) commit shirk, kufr, bid’ah or going against the
Shari’ah when asking such du’a as above for the dead? NO
11.If we read the same du’a or ask in the same content or for the success of the
dead in all worlds, it is haram? NO
12.Now what was the response of the sahaba (companion) Hazrat ‘Auf bin
Malik (ra)? He said: ‘I earnestly desired that I were the dead person (to
receive) for the prayer of the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w) upon that dead

ت
ُ ل ْو ُك ْن
ِ ول اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل عليه وسلم على ذلِك اْلمي
ِ رس
ِّت
ُ
person (as this dead body had received).’ (

ت أ ْن
ٌ قال ع ْو
ُ ف فتمَّن ْي
ِ )أنا اْلميِّت لِ ُدع
اء

13.This is the ‘Aqeedah of the sahaba. For such du’a from the prophet (s.a.w)
he wished to receive such du’a as the death did.
14.This means that the du’a is appreciated by the sahaba.
islamimanihsan.com
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15.If the prophet (s.a.w) had uttered these du’a and the sahaba wished such du’a
at their death, then is it haram to ask such du’a or to pray such du’a for a
dead person? NO
16.‘Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) and the Ashab IS the ‘Aqeedah of Ahlus
Sunnah Wal Jama’ah.

Did the prophet ask du’a for the dead people not on
the same day and after several years later?
Hadith No. 8
Sahih al-Bukhari » Funerals (Al-Janaa'iz) » Hadith

ِ باب
اإل ْذ ِن بِاْلجنازِة
Chapter (5): Conveying the news of funeral (procession)
Hazrat Ibn `Abbas (ra) said:

َّ  ع ِن،الش ْيبانِ ِّي
َّ  ع ْن أبِي إِ ْسحاق، أ ْخبرنا أُبو مع ِاوية،ح َّدثنا مح َّم ٌد
،الش ْعبِ ِّي
ُ
ُ
ٍ ع ِن ْاب ِن عَّب
ان كان ر ُسو ُل اللَّ ِه صلى
ٌ اس ـ رضى اهلل عنهما ـ قال مات إِ ْنس
َّ
صبح أ ْخب ُروهُ فقال " ما
ُ اهلل عليه وسلم ي ُع
ْ  فل َّما أ،ودهُ فمات بِاللْي ِل فدفُنوهُ ل ْيال
َّ ت ظُْلمةٌ ـ أ ْن ن ُش
.ق عل ْيك
ْ  قالُوا كان اللَّْي ُل فك ِرْهنا ـ وكان." منع ُك ْم أ ْن تُ ْعلِ ُمونِي
.فأتى ق ْبرهُ فصلَّى عل ْي ِه
A person died and Allah's Messenger (s.a.w) used to visit him. He died at night and
(the people) buried him at night. In the morning they informed the Prophet (s.a.w)
(about his death). He said, "What prevented you from informing me?" They
replied, "It was night and it was a dark night and so we disliked to trouble you."
The Prophet (s.a.w) went to his grave and offered the (funeral) prayer.
islamimanihsan.com
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Reference

: Sahih al-Bukhari 1247

In-book reference

: Book 23, Hadith 11

USC-MSA web (English) reference

: Vol. 2, Book 23, Hadith 339

Other References
Swahih Al Bukhari Vol. 2, Book 23, Hadith 407
Swahih Al Bukhari Vol. 2, Book 23, Hadith 424
Swahih Al Bukhari Vol. 2, Book 23, Hadith 421
Sunan Ibn Majah Vol 1 Book 6 Hadith 1530
Sunan an-Nasa'i 1981
Sunan Abi Dawud 3148

Points to be noted:
1. This is a Swahih Hadith
2. It has been graded by the gurus of Wahabi (Albani) and Darussalam as
Swahih.
3. It is said in this hadith that a man ‘died at night and was buried him at night’
(ل ْيال

َّ
ُ)فمات بِاللْي ِل فدفُنوه. This is an indication that the funeral prayer, the

burial and any du’a were already done that same night he died and he was
buried.

4. However, the prophet was not informed but was informed only the following
day in the morning as stated ‘In the morning they informed the Prophet’
(ُخبروه
ْأ

ُ

ص بح
ْ )فل َّما أ. The prophet (s.a.w) was thus not informed during the

night due to respect for the prophet. He was informed in the morning. This
means that all the procedures were done and he was not present that night.
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5. What did the prophet do when he heard about the news? It is said in the
same hadith that ‘The Prophet (s.a.w) went to his grave and offered the
(funeral) prayer.’ (عل ْي ِه

)فأتى ق ْبرهُ فصلَّى. This means that:

(i)

the prophet prayed for him at his grave the following day.

(ii)

If we consider () as performing Swalaat Janaza this means that it is
permissible to perform another Swalaat Janaza the following day.

6. As such it is allowed to go to the grave the following day of a burial.
7. As such it is allowed to pray for a dead person at his grave the following
day.
8. This is the ‘Aqeedah of the Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah … that is to pray for
the dead any time / day after his / her death.
Hadith No. 9
Jami` at-Tirmidhi » The Book on Jana''iz (Funerals) » Hadith

كتاب الجنائز عن رسول اهلل صلى اهلل عليه وسلم

Chapter (47): What Has Been Related About (Performing) The (Funeral) Salat
Over The Grave

باب ما جاء ِفي الصَّال ِة على اْلق ْب ِر
Hazrat Ash-Shaibani (ra) narrated that:

َّ  ح َّدثنا،الش ْيبانِ ُّي
َّ  أ ْخبرنا، ح َّدثنا ُهش ْيم،يع
 أ ْخبرنِي،الش ْعبِ ُّي
ٍ ِمن
ٌ
َّ صلى اهلل عليه وسلم و أرى ق ْب ار ُم ْنتبِذا فص
ُصحابهُ خْلفه
ْ فأ

ح َّدثنا أ ْحم ُد ْب ُن
َّ  أرى،م ْن
النبِ َّي
ِ  قال وِفي اْلب. اس
ٍ اب ع ْن أن
ٍ فصلَّى عل ْي ِه ف ِقيل لهُ م ْن أ ْخبرك فقال ْاب ُن عَّب
س
ِ وبرْيدة وي ِزيد ْب ِن ثابِ ٍت وأبِي هرْيرة وع
ام ِر ْب ِن ربِيعة وأبِي قتادة وس ْه ِل ْب ِن
ُ
ُ
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ٍ حن ْي
ٍ يث ْاب ِن عَّب
 واْلعم ُل. يح
ٌ اس ح ِد
ُ  قال أُبو ِعيسى ح ِد. ف
ٌ يث حس ٌن ص ِح
ُ
ِ ِِ
ِ
ِ صح
َّ اب
النبِ ِّي صلى اهلل عليه وسلم
ْ على هذا ع ْند أ ْكث ِر أ ْه ِل اْلعْلم م ْن أ
ِ ِ َّ وغ ْي ِرِهم وهو قو ُل
ض أ ْه ِل اْل ِعْلِم ال ُيصلَّى
ُ  وقال ب ْع. الشافع ِّي وأ ْحمد وِا ْسحاق
ْ ُ ْ
ٍ  و ُهو ق ْو ُل مالِ ِك ْب ِن أن. على اْلق ْب ِر
 وقال ع ْب ُد اللَّ ِه ْب ُن اْل ُمبار ِك إِذا ُد ِفن. س
ِ
َّ
 و أرى ْاب ُن اْل ُمبار ِك الصَّالة على. صلِّي على اْلق ْب ِر
ُ اْلمي
ُ ِّت ول ْم ُيصل عل ْيه
 وقاال أ ْكث ُر ما. اق ُيصلَّى على اْلق ْب ِر إِلى ش ْه ٍر
ُ  وقال أ ْحم ُد وِا ْسح. اْلق ْب ِر
َّ س ِم ْعنا ع ِن ْاب ِن اْل ُمسَّي ِب أ َّن
النبِ َّي صلى اهلل عليه وسلم صلَّى على ق ْب ِر أ ُِّم
. س ْع ِد ْب ِن ُعبادة ب ْعد ش ْه ٍر
Ash-Sha'bi said: "I was informed by one who saw the Prophet: He (s.a.w) saw a
solitary grave, so he lined his Companions behind it and he prayed over it." It was
said to him (Ash-Sha'bi): "Who informed you?" He said: "Ibn Abbas." He said and
in the chapter from Anas and Buraidah and Yazeed bin Thabit and Abu Hurairah
and ‘Amir bin Rabi’ah and Abi Qatadah and Sahl bin Hunayf. Abu ‘Isaa said the
hadith of Ibn Abbas is Hasan Swahih. And the work over this by most of the men
of knowledge from the companions of the prophet (s.a.w) and others than them and
it is the saying of Ash Shafi’iy and Ahmad and Ishaaq. Some of the men of
knowledge said he did not pray over the grave. And it is the saying of Maalik bin
Anas. ‘Abdullah bin Mubaarak said: ‘when the dead is buried and it is not prayed
upon him, he prayed over the grave’. Ibn Mubaarak saw the prayer over the grave.
Ahmad and Ishaaq said: ‘he prayed over the grave till one month. And they said:
‘most of what we heard from Ibn Musayyab that the prophet (s.a.w) prayed over
the grave of the mother of Sa’d bin ‘Ubaadah after a / one month’
(Sahih)
Reference

: Jami` at-Tirmidhi 1037

In-book reference

: Book 10, Hadith 73
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Points to be noted:
1. It is a Swahih hadith according to Abu ‘Isaa (ra).
2. The title of the chapter ‘What Has Been Related About The Swalat Over The
Grave’ (ا ْلق ْب ِر

 )ما جاء ِفي الصَّال ِة علىis enough to say that we can pray

for the dead at his / her grave.
3. If Imam Tirmidhi has made a chapter under the heading ‘What Has Been
Related About (Performing) The (Funeral) Salat Over The Grave’ (

باب ما

)جاء ِفي الصَّال ِة على اْلق ْب ِر, this mean that his ‘Aqeedah and Madhhab

are for the performance of Swalaat ul Janaza with the Takbir, Surah Al
Faatiha, Darood Ibrahim, Du’a Maghfirah and Tasleem on the grave of a
dead person.
4. What is important in that hadith is that there is the mention that ‘Ahmad and
Ishaaq said: ‘he prayed over the grave till one month’ (

) ُيصلَّى على اْلق ْب ِر إِلى ش ْه ٍر

اق
ُ وقال أ ْحم ُد وِا ْسح

5. Another mention is that Ahmad and Ishaaq said that most of what they heard
from Ibn Musayyab is that ‘the prophet (s.a.w) prayed over the grave of the
mother of Sa’d bin ‘Ubaadah after a / one month’ (

َّ أ َّن
النبِ َّي صلى اهلل عليه

)وسلم صلَّى على ق ْب ِر أ ُِّم س ْع ِد ْب ِن ُعبادة ب ْعد ش ْه ٍر.
6. What does that mean? This means that:
(i)

In one instance the prophet (s.a.w) prayed for a whole month at a
grave and

(ii)

In another instance the prophet (s.a.w) prayed at the grave of the
mother of a sahaba after one month.

7. What thus does that mean? This means that:
(i)

It is sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to pray at a grave for a whole month
for the dead person and
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(ii)

It is sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to go to the grave of a dead person
though after one month

(iii)

It is sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to visit and pray for the dead at any
time

8. This is the ‘Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) to visit and pray for the dead for
a whole month …
9. This is thus our ‘Aqeedah
Hadith No. 10
Sahih al-Bukhari » Military Expeditions led by the Prophet (Al-Maghaazi) »
Hadith
Chapter (17): The Ghazwah of Uhud

ُح ٍد
ُ باب غ ْزوِة أ
Hazrat `Uqba bin Amir (ra):

ِ ِ َّ ح َّدثنا مح َّم ُد ْبن ع ْب ِد
، أ ْخبرنا ْاب ُن اْل ُمبار ِك،ي
ٍّ اء ْب ُن ع ِد
ُ
ُ  أ ْخبرنا زك ِرَّي،الرحيم
ُ
ِ  عن ع ْقبة ْب ِن ع، عن أبِي اْلخ ْي ِر،يب
ٍ ِ ع ْن ي ِزيد ْب ِن أبِي حب،ع ْن ح ْيوة
،ام ٍر
ْ
ُ ْ
ِ َّ
َّ
،ُح ٍد ب ْعد ثمانِي ِسنِين
ُ قال صلى ر ُسو ُل الله صلى اهلل عليه وسلم على ق ْتلى أ
ِ اء واألمو
ِ كاْلموِّد ِع لِأل ْحي
 وأنا،ٌ ثَُّم طلع اْل ِم ْنبر فقال " إِِّني ب ْين أ ْي ِدي ُك ْم فرط،ات
ْ
ُ
ِ  وِاِّني أل ْنظُر إِل ْي ِه ِمن مق، وِا َّن مو ِعد ُكم اْلحوض،يد
 وِاِّني،امي هذا
ٌ عل ْي ُك ْم ش ِه
ْ
ُ ْ ُ ْ
ُ
ُّ  ول ِكِّني أ ْخشى عل ْي ُكم،ت أ ْخشى عل ْي ُك ْم أ ْن تُ ْش ِرُكوا
." الد ْنيا أ ْن تناف ُسوها
ُ ل ْس
ُ
ِ ت
ِ ظ ٍرة نظرتُها إِلى رس
.ول اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل عليه وسلم
ْ آخر ن
ْ قال فكان
ُ
ْ
Allah's Messenger (s.a.w) offered the funeral prayers of the martyrs of Uhud eight
years after (their death), as if bidding farewell to the living and the dead, then he
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ascended the pulpit and said, "I am your predecessor before you, and I am a
witness on you, and your promised place to meet me will be Al- Haud (i.e. the
Tank) (on the Day of Resurrection), and I am (now) looking at it from this place of
mine. I am not afraid that you will worship others besides Allah, but I am afraid
that worldly life will tempt you and cause you to compete with each other for it."
That was the last look which I cast on Allah's Messenger (s.a.w).
Reference

: Sahih al-Bukhari 4042

In-book reference

: Book 64, Hadith 89

USC-MSA web (English) reference

: Vol. 5, Book 59, Hadith 374

Other References
Sunan Abi Dawud 3224
Swahih Muslim Book 30, Hadith 5689
Riyaad Us Swalihin Book 19, Hadith 53

Points to be noted:
1. This is a Swahih Hadith
2. It has been graded as Swahih by the Wahabi Gurus Albani
3. It is mentioned in this hadith that ‘Allah's Messenger (s.a.w) offered the
funeral prayers of the martyrs of Uhud after eight years’ (

ُح ٍد ب ْعد ثمانِي ِسنِين
ُ )صلى اهلل عليه وسلم على ق ْتلى أ.

صلَّى ر ُسو ُل اللَّ ِه

4. What does that mean? This means that:
(i)

It is the sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to go over the graves of the dead
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(ii)

It is the sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to pray at their graves

(iii)

It is the sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to visit their graves though after
8 years

(iv)

It is sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to visit their graves in Jama’ah as
the prophet (s.a.w) was with his Ashab and he thus gave a speech.

(v)

It is not Bid’ah to pray for the dead people though after so many years

5. Did the prophet (s.a.w) commit Shirk or Bid’ah? NO
6. Did the Ashab (ra) commit Shirk or Bid’ah? NO
7. Is it thus a Sunnah of both the prophet (s.a.w) and the Ashab (ra)? YES
8. It is their ‘Aqeedah and Our ‘Aqeedah.

Did the prophet stayed at the qabr / by the side of the
qabr after the burial?
Hadith No. 11
Sunan Abi Dawud » Funerals (Kitab Al-Jana'iz) » Hadith

كتاب الجنائز
Funerals (Kitab Al-Jana'iz)
Chapter (73): Praying For Forgiveness By The Grave Of The Dead (Deceased) At
The Time Of Departing (Burial)

ِ ِّت ِفي وْق ِت
ِ
ِ صر
ِ اال ْن
ِ االستِ ْغف ِار ِع ْند اْلق ْب ِر لِْلمي
اف
ْ باب

Hazrat Uthman ibn Affan (ra) said:
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ِ
ِ ِ َّ
ٍ  ع ْن ع ْب ِد اللَّ ِه ْب ِن ب ِح،ام
 ع ْن،ير
َّ يم ْب ُن ُموسى
ٌ  ح َّدثنا هش،ُّالر ِازي
ُ حدثنا إ ْبراه
َّ  قال كان، م ْولى ُعثْمان ع ْن ُعثْمان ْب ِن عفَّان،هانِ ٍئ
النبِ ُّي صلى اهلل عليه
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ُاست ْغف ُروا ألخي ُك ْم وسلُوا له
ْ " وسلم إِذا فرغ م ْن د ْف ِن اْلميِّت وقف عل ْيه فقال
ِ
. ير ْب ُن رْيسان
ُ  قال أُبو د ُاود بح. " التَّثْبِيت فِإَّنهُ اآلن ُي ْسأ ُل
Whenever the Prophet (s.a.w) finished from burying the dead, he used to stay at
him (i.e. his grave) and he said: Seek forgiveness for your brother and beg
steadfastness for him, for he is questioned now. Abu Dawud said: The full name of
the narrator Buhair is Buhair b. Raisan.
Reference

: Sunan Abi Dawud 3221

In-book reference

: Book 21, Hadith 133

English translation

: Book 20, Hadith 3215

Other References
Riyaad Us Swalihin Book 7, Hadith 52
Bulugh al-Maram Hadith 581
Points to be noted:
1. This is a Swahih Hadith
2. It has been graded as Swahih by the Wahabi Guru Albani
3. It is graded Swahih by Ibn Hibban (ra)
4. If Imam Abu Dawood has made a chapter under the heading ‘Praying For
Forgiveness By The Grave Of The Dead (Deceased) At The Time Of
Departing (Burial)’ (

ِ باب
ِ االستِ ْغف ِار ِع ْند اْلق ْب ِر لِْلمي
ِّت ِفي وْق ِت
ْ

ِ ), this mean that his ‘Aqeedah and Madhhab are for the asking of
ِ صر
ِ اال ْن
اف
forgiveness on the grave of a dead person after burial.
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5. In this hadith it is said that ‘Whenever the Prophet (s.a.w) finished from

َّ كان
النبِ ُّي صلى اهلل
ِ )عليه وسلم إِذا فرغ ِمن د ْف ِن اْلمي. Here the verb ( )فرغhas
ِّت وقف عل ْي ِه
ْ
burying the dead, he used to stay at him (the grave)’ (

been used meaning ‘terminate’, ‘finish’, ‘become free from’, ‘conclude’, and
‘complete’. This means the moment after the burial – the moment after the
person has been laid to ground and being covered – the moment when the
burial has been completed. When the burial was done, what did the prophet
(s.a.w) did? The verb ( )وقفis used with ( )علىto denote ‘stand’, ‘stop’,
‘stand up’, ‘take up position’, ‘take a standing pause’ and ‘stand over’. This
means that the prophet (s.a.w) stand up and over the grave for a moment.
6. What did he (s.a.w) do then? It is said that ‘he said: Seek forgiveness for
your brother, (ask favour, implore, beseech for him) beg steadfastness for

ِ
ِ
ُاست ْغف ُروا ألخي ُك ْم وسلُوا له
ْ )فقال. Accordingly, the prophet

him’ (التَّثْبِيت

(s.a.w) asked his Ashab to ask forgiveness for the dead person and to ask
favour for him, to implore Allah for him, to beseech Allah for him and to
beg Allah for him as the part of the sentence (ُله

 )وسلُواwas used.

7. Now, what kind of du’a was it? In the hadith the word ( )التَّثْبِيتhas been
used to denote steadfastness, consolidation, strengthening, confirmation,
substantiation. BUT the question here is steadfastness, consolidation,
confirmation of what? We must ask consolidation of what for the dead? The
prophet (s.a.w) gave a hint for what consolidation we are asking du’a by
saying ‘for he is questioned now’ (ل
ُ ُي ْسأ

)فِإَّنهُ اآلن.

The dead is being

question in the grave and when the prophet ordered us to ask du’a for him at
that moment where he is being question, is that a kind of help or not for the
dead person? No doubt YES.
8. This means that the prophet (s.a.w) wanted the best for the dead person.
9. Did the prophet (s.a.w) stand and stay at the grave after burial? YES
10.Did he pray for the dead? YES
11.Was he alone? NO
12.Were there other Ashab (companions)? YES. The presence and the use of

ِ
the verbs (است ْغ ِفروا
ْ ) and ( )سلُواin plural and the word ( )ألخي ُكمwith
ُ
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pronoun in plural indicate that the minimum number of Ashab to be present
there was three.
13.Was it an order from the prophet (s.a.w)? YES. The 2 verbs mentioned
above are in the imperative meaning the command / order form.
14.Did the Ashab imitate and follow the prophet (s.a.w? YES
15.As such, it is the sunnah of the prophet and the Ashab to stand by the graves.
16.As such, it is the sunnah of the prophet and the Ashab to delay on the graves.
17.As such, it is the sunnah of the prophet and the Ashab to pray for the dead
people at their graves.
18.As such, this is the ‘Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) and the Ashab (ra).
19.As such, this is the ‘Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah

Did the prophet teach his companions to ask du’a for
the dead people?
Hadith No. 12
Sunan Abi Dawud » Funerals (Kitab Al-Jana'iz) » Hadith

كتاب الجنائز
Funerals (Kitab Al-Jana'iz)
Chapter (60): The Supplication For The Deceased

ِ اء لِْلمي
ِ الدع
ُّ باب
ِّت
Hazrat Abu Hurayrah (ra) said:

ِ ح َّدثنا ع ْب ُد اْلع ِز
-  ي ْعنِي ْابن سلمة- ، ح َّدثنِي ُمح َّم ٌد،يز ْب ُن ي ْحيى اْلح َّرانِ ُّي
ِ  عن مح َّم ِد ْب ِن إِ ْبر،عن مح َّم ِد ْب ِن إِسحاق
 ع ْن أبِي سلمة ْب ِن ع ْب ِد،اهيم
ْ
ُ ْ
ُ ْ
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ت ر ُسول اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل عليه وسلم يقُو ُل
َّ
ُ  قال س ِم ْع، ع ْن أبِي ُهرْيرة،الر ْحم ِن
ِ
ِ
َّ
ُّ ُصوا له
. " الدعاء
ُ " إِذا صل ْيتُ ْم على اْلميِّت فأ ْخل
I heard the Prophet (s.a.w) saying: When you pray over the dead, make a sincere
supplication for him.
Reference

: Sunan Abi Dawud 3199

In-book reference

: Book 21, Hadith 111

English translation

: Book 20, Hadith 3193

Points to be noted:
1. It is a Hasan Hadith graded by the Wahabi Guru Albani
2. The title of the chapter in itself says everything. It is ‘The Supplication For

ِ لِْلمي
The Deceased’ (ِّت

ِ الدع
ُّ ).
اء

3. If Imam Abu Dawood has made a chapter under the heading ‘The

ِ لِْلمي
Supplication For The Deceased’ (ِّت

ِ الدع
ُّ ), this mean that he believed
اء

in and his ‘Aqeedah and Madhhab are for the du’a of a dead person after
burial.
4. In the hadith the prophet (s.a.w) said to the Ashab ‘When you pray over the
dead, make a sincere supplication for him.’ (

ِ
ُّ ُصوا له
الدعاء
ُ )فأ ْخل.

ِ إِذا صلَّْيتُم على اْلمي
ِّت
ْ

5. In the hadith the word ( )صلَّ ْيتُمis used to mean to pray, to ask blessing, to

ْ

ask Allah to send blessing upon someone etc …

6. As such, it is an order from the prophet (s.a.w) to ask Allah to bless those
who are dead. It is a du’a for them.
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7. How the du’a must be? The prophet (s.a.w) told the Ashab to be sincere in

their du’a. The verb (خلِصوا
ْ  )أis used to mean to be sincere, devoted,

ُ

dedicated, to be faithful and to be lovely.

8. So, the order was to worship Allah for the dead people faithfully and
sincerely.
9. This means that we must not be hypocrites when praying or asking du’a for
the dead people.
10.As such, it is an order from the prophet (s.a.w) to pray for the dead.
11.As such, it is an order from the prophet (s.a.w) to ask forgiveness for the
dead people.
12.As such, it is an order from the prophet (s.a.w) to be sincere in our du’a
when dedicated to the dead people.
13.It is the ‘Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) and the Ashab (ra) to be sincere in
their du’a for the dead.
14.This is the ‘Aqeedah of the Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah

Hadith No. 13
Sunan Ibn Majah » Chapters Regarding Funerals - » Hadith

كتاب الجنائز
Hazrat Sulaiman bin Buraidah (ra) said that his father said:

ِ
 ع ْن عْلقمة ْب ِن،ان
ُ  ح َّدثنا ُس ْفي، ح َّدثنا أُبو أ ْحمد،ُمح َّم ُد ْب ُن عَّباد ْب ِن آدم
ِ ِ عن أب،عن سل ْيمان ْب ِن برْيدة
 قال كان ر ُسو ُل اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل عليه،يه
ْ
ُ
ُ ْ
ُيعلِّ ُمهُ ْم إِذا خرُجوا إِلى اْلمقابِ ِر كان قائِلُهُ ْم يقُو ُل السَّال ُم عل ْي ُك ْم أ ْهل
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ِّ
الدي ِار ِمن اْل ُم ْؤ ِمنِين واْل ُم ْسلِ ِمين وِاَّنا إِ ْن شاء اللَّهُ بِ ُك ْم ال ِحقُون ن ْسأ ُل اللَّه لنا
. ول ُك ُم اْلع ِافية
“The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w) used to teach them, when they went out to the
graveyard, one of the narrators used to say: “Peace be upon you, O inhabitants of
the abodes, believers and Muslims, and we will join you soon if Allah wills. We
ask Allah for the well-being for us and for you”.
English reference

: Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1547

Arabic reference

: Book 6, Hadith 1614

Other References:
Swahih Muslim 975
Sunan an-Nasa'i 2040
Riyaad Us Swalihin Book 1, Hadith 583

Points to be noted:
1. It is a Swahih Hadith
2. It has been graded by the Wahabi Guru of Darussalam as Swahih
3. It is said in that hadith that ‘The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w) used to teach
them’ (ُيعلِّمهم

ُْ ُ

)كان ر ُسو ُل اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل عليه وسلم.

4. Did the prophet (s.a.w) teach the Ashab? YES. The word ( ) ُيعلِّمهمmeans

ُْ ُ

‘he taught them’. So the teachings of the prophet (s.a.w) are law in Islam.
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5. Did the prophet teach them only once or many times? Many times. The verb

( )كانwhen add with the verb ( ) ُيعلِّمهمmeans ‘he used to teach them’ which

ُْ ُ

means that it was not the first time but many times.

6. When did the prophet (s.a.w) teach them? It is said ‘when they went out to
the graveyard’ (ا ْلمقابِ ِر

)إِذا خرُجوا إِلى. Did the Ashab go to graveyard?

YES. So going to the graveyard is a sunnah of the Ashab.

7. What did the prophet (s.a.w) teach his Ashab to say when they would go to
the graveyard? The prophet (s.a.w) used to teach them to say ‘Peace be upon
you, O inhabitants of the abodes, believers and Muslims, and we will join
you soon if Allah wills. We ask Allah for the well-being for us and for you’

ِّ السَّال ُم عل ْي ُك ْم أ ْهل
الدي ِار ِمن اْل ُم ْؤ ِمنِين واْل ُم ْسلِ ِمين وِاَّنا إِ ْن شاء اللَّهُ بِ ُك ْم
)ال ِحقُون ن ْسأ ُل اللَّه لنا ول ُك ُم اْلع ِافية.
(

8. The first word of the du’a is ( )السَّالمmeaning peace, well being, safety,

ُ

security, greeting, salutation among others. This is a word for success in this
world, qabr and Aakhirah and for the dead people it is used here to denote
all these above definitions in their graves and in their lives in Aakhirah. Is
this a du’a for the dead? NO DOUBT it is.
9. This du’a of peace, security and well being is for:
(i)

The believers (male and female) and

(ii)

The Muslims (male and female)

10.What other du’a did the prophet (s.a.w) used to teach the Ashab? It is said in
the hadith ‘We ask Allah for the well-being for us and for you’ (

ن ْسأ ُل اللَّه

)لنا ول ُك ُم اْلع ِافية. The word ( )اْلع ِافيةhas been used here to mean the well
being, health, vigor, vitality. When we ask all these for the people in a
graveyard is it a du’a and blessing or a curse? No doubt it is a du’a of
blessing.
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11.For whom was that kind of du’a? It is said that the du’a was for ‘us and for
you’ (كم
ُ ول

ُ

)لنا. What does that mean?

12.This means that:
(i)

In a graveyard at a Qabr we can ask du’a of well being for the dead
people.

(ii)

In a graveyard at a Qabr we can ask du’a of well being for the living
people (us) as well

13.When doing so, did the prophet and the Ashab commit Shirk or Bid’ah? NO.
14.Why when we the Ahlus Sunnah we do it we are taxed as Innovators?
15.It is the sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) and the Ashab (ra) to ask du’a of peace
and well being for both the dead and the living people in a graveyard at a
grave.
16.It is the ‘Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w), the Ashab (ra) and the Ahlus
Sunnah Wal jama’ah.
17.This has been taught by the prophet (s.a.w) himself.

Recitation of Surah (Qur’an) at a grave
Hadith No. 14
Sunan an-Nasa'i » The Book of Funerals » Hadith
The Book of Funerals
Chapter: Supplication

ِ الدع
ُّ باب
اء
Hazrat Talhah bin 'Abdullah bin 'Awf (ra) said:
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ِ ِ َّ
 قال ح َّدثنا-  و ُهو ْاب ُن س ْع ٍد- ،يم
ُ  قال حدثنا إ ْبراه،أ ْخبرنا اْله ْيث ُم ْب ُن أُّيوب
ٍ  عن طْلحة ْب ِن ع ْب ِد اللَّ ِه ْب ِن عو،أبِي
ٍ ت خْلف ْاب ِن عَّب
اس على
ُ  قال صلَّْي،ف
ْ
ْ
ِ جنازٍة فق أر بِفاتِح ِة اْل ِكت
ت بِي ِد ِه
ُ اب و ُسورٍة وجهر حتَّى أ ْسمعنا فل َّما فرغ أخ ْذ
. فسأْلتُهُ فقال ُسَّنةٌ وحق
"I offered the funeral prayer behind Ibn 'Abbas. He recited Fatiha Al-Kitab and a
Surah, and he recited loudly, such that we could hear him. When he finished I took
him by the hand and asked him. He said: '(It is) Sunnah and the truth."'
Reference

: Sunan an-Nasa'i 1987

In-book reference

: Book 21, Hadith 171

English translation

: Vol. 3, Book 21, Hadith 1989

Points to be noted:
1. This is a Swahih Hadith
2. It is Swahih according to Wahabi Darussalam and by the Wahabi Guru
Albani.
3. If Imam An Nasa’i has made a chapter under the heading ‘Supplication’

ِ الدع
ُّ
(اء

)باب, and he has included the recitation of Surah at the grave, this

means that he believed in and his ‘Aqeedah and Madhhab are that Qur’anic
verses are du’a for a dead person after burial.
4. In this hadith it is indicated that ‘He recited Fatihat Al-Kitab and a Surah,
and he recited loudly, such that we could hear him’ (

ِ فق أر بِفاتِح ِة اْل ِكت
اب

ٍ )و ُس. According to the narrator, Hazrat Ibn Abbas
ورة وجهر حتَّى أ ْسمعنا

(ra) recited 2 surah at the dead body. One was surah Al Fatiha and there was
another one.
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5. What can be acknowledged here?
(i)

Surah Al Faatiha can be recited at the body of a dead person

(ii)

Any other Surah can also be recited

(iii)

Any surah can be recited aloud (as the ashab heard the recitation)

6. Did Ibn Abbas committed shirk or bid’ah? NO. It is indicated that ‘He said:
(It is) Sunnah and the truth’ (وحق

ٌ)فقال ُسَّنة.

7. As such, it is sunnah and the truth to recite Surah Al Faatiha and any other
Surah for a dead person
8. As such, it is a sunnah and the truth to recite any verse for a dead person
9. As such, it is a sunnah and the truth to recite surah Faatiha or any other surah
or verses of the Qur’an LOUDLY for the dead.
10.Now there is a question? Some may say that it is the Funeral Swalaat of 4
Takbir. The simple answer is:
(i)

Whether it is the funeral Swalaat or not, Ibn Abbas recited Surah Al
Faatiha and another Surah for the dead

(ii)

Whether it is the funeral Swalaat or not, Ibn Abbas made the Qiraat of
the Qur’an ALOUD for the dead

(iii)

Whether it is the funeral Swalaat or not, Ibn Abbas said that reciting
Surah Faatiha and another surah at a dead is Sunnah.

(iv)

Whether it is the funeral Swalaat or not, Ibn Abbas said that reciting
Surah Faatiha and another surah at a dead is the TRUTH.

(v)

Whether it is the funeral Swalaat or not, did Ibn Abbas recite Surah
for the dead? YES YES YES

11.Did Ibn Abbas recite verses of the Qur’an for the dead? YES YES YES
12.Now, whether it was in the funeral Swalaat or not, what was the use of
reciting Surah Al Faatiha and another Surah by the dead?
(i)

If it was not beneficial for the dead, would Ibn Abbas have recited
them? NO
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(ii)

If the 2 Surah recited would not benefit the dead in his / her grave,
would Ibn Abbas have recited them? NO

(iii)

If it was haram, Shirk or Bid’ah to recite verses by the dead body,
would Ibn Abbas have done it? NO

13.Another fact is that when we recite some of the ‘Rabbana’ du’a from the
Qur’an it is a du’a for both the living and the dead. But a simple question is:
(i)

Are the ’40 Rabbana’ not from Qur’anic verses?

(ii)

Are the du’a from the Qur’an read for the dead not part of Tilaawat?

14.Don’t forget that Imaam An Nasa’i (ra) placed that hadith in the chapter

ِ الدع
ُّ
‘Supplication’ (اء

)باب

meaning that it is the ‘Aqeedah of Imaam

Nasa’i that reciting verses of the Qur’an at a dead body indicates, signifies
and is considered as a du’a for the dead.
15.According to Jami’ Al Tirmidhi Reciting Surah Al Faatiha by the dead ‘is a
tribute to Allah, a blessing upon the prophet (s.a.w) and an invocation (du’a)

َّ اء على اللَّ ِه والصَّالةُ على
( النبِ ِّي صلى اهلل عليه
ٌ ُهو ثن
ِ الدعاء لِْلمي
ِّت
ُ ُّ  )وسلم وand ‘It is the word (saying) of Ath Thawriy and
other from the people of Kufah’ ( ه ِل
ِّ و ُهو ق ْو ُل الثَّْوِر
ْ ي وغ ْي ِرِه ِم ْن أ
)اْل ُكوف ِة. This means that it was a practice of the Salaf (Ashab, Tabi’in and
to the dead’

Taba’ut Tabi’in) (Reference Jami’ Al Tirmidhi Hadith 1027)

16.This is the ‘Aqeedah and certainty of Ibn Abbas and the Ashab etc ...
17.This is the ‘Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah to recite Verses of the
Qur’an for the dead.
Hadith No. 15
Sunan Abi Dawud » Funerals (Kitab Al-Jana'iz) » Hadith

كتاب الجنائز

Funerals (Kitab Al-Jana'iz)
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Chapter (24): Tilaawat (Reciting the Qur'an) by the Dead

ِ باب اْل ِقراء ِة ِع ْند اْلمي
ِّت
Hazrat Ma'qil ibn Yasar (ra):

 قاال ح َّدثنا-  اْلم ْعنى- ،ُّ و ُمح َّم ُد ْب ُن م ِّك ٍّي اْلم ْروِزي،ح َّدثنا ُمح َّم ُد ْب ُن اْلعال ِء
َّ ِ ول ْيس ب- ، ع ْن أبِي ُعثْمان، ع ْن ُسل ْيمان التَّْي ِم ِّي،ْاب ُن اْل ُمبار ِك
 ع ْن- ي
ِّ الن ْه ِد
ِ ِأب
َّ  قال قال، ع ْن م ْع ِق ِل ْب ِن يس ٍار،يه
{ النبِ ُّي صلى اهلل عليه وسلم " ا ْقرُءوا
" يس } على م ْوتا ُك ْم
The Prophet (s.a.w) said: Recite Surah Ya-Sin over your dead (people).
Reference

: Sunan Abi Dawud 3121

In-book reference

: Book 21, Hadith 33

English translation

: Book 20, Hadith 3115

Points to be noted:
1. This is a Swahih Hadith
2. It is important to note that it is in the chapter ‘The Reciting of the Qur’an by

ِ اْلمي
the dead’ (ِّت

)باب اْل ِقراء ِة ِع ْند

which indicates that ‘Recital of the

Qur’an is made by the side of the dead person.
3. If Imam Abu Dawood has made a chapter under the heading ‘Tilaawat (The

ِ اْلمي
Reciting of the Qur’an) by the dead’ (ِّت

)باب اْل ِقراء ِة ِع ْند, and he has

included the recitation of Surah Yaaseen by the dead, this means that he
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believed in and his ‘Aqeedah and Madhhab are that Qur’anic verses are du’a
for a dead person after burial.
4. In it there is the mention that the prophet (s.a.w) advised and ordered his
Ashab to ‘Recite Surah Ya-Sin over your dead (people).’ (

)على م ْوتا ُك ْم.

} ا ْقرُءوا { يس

5. In this hadith the word ‘your dead’ (كم
ُ  )موتاhas been used. It is in the

ْ

ْ

genitive form from the word ( )موتىin the plural form of the word (ِّت
ٌ ) مي

ْ

meaning a dead, a deceased person, a lifeless person, an inanimate person, a
departed person and a defunct.

6. For example, in Sunan Ibn Majah (Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1472 ) it is said
that Ibn Abbas (ra) said that the prophet (s.a.w) said ‘The best of your
garments are those which are white, so shroud your dead in them, and wear

ِ
اض فكفُِّنوا ِفيها م ْوتا ُك ْم
ُ )خ ْي ُر ثيابِ ُك ُم اْلبي. In this hadith
ُ
the word (كم
ْ ُ  )م ْوتاis used for those who are dead.
them.’ (وا ْلبسوها

7. As such, it is an order of the prophet (s.a.w) to recite Surah Yaasin for our
dead.
8. It is a direct order to recite verses of the Qur’an for our dead.
9. If the Tilaawat was useless at and for our dead person, why would the
prophet (s.a.w) advised it?

In order to SEAL all discussions whether the recitation
of Surah is allowed at a Qabr for the dead or not, let’s
examine the following Hadith
Hadith No. 16
Sahih al-Bukhari » Funerals (Al-Janaa'iz) » Hadith
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كتاب الجنائز
Funerals (Al-Janaa'iz)
Chapter (66): To offer the (funeral) Salat on the grave after the burial of the
deceased

باب الصَّال ِة على اْلق ْب ِر ب ْعد ما ُي ْدف ُن
Hazrat Abu Huraira (ra) said:

 ع ْن، ع ْن أبِي رِاف ٍع، ع ْن ثابِ ٍت،اد ْب ُن زْي ٍد
ُ  ح َّدثنا ح َّم،ض ِل
ْ ح َّدثنا ُمح َّم ُد ْب ُن اْلف
ام أرة ـ كان يقُ ُّم اْلم ْس ِجد
ْ أبِي ُهرْيرة ـ رضى اهلل عنه ـ أ َّن أ ْسود ـ رُجال أ ِو
َّ  ول ْم ي ْعلِم،فمات
النبِ ُّي صلى اهلل عليه وسلم بِم ْوتِ ِه فذكرهُ ذات ي ْوٍم فقال " ما
ِ فعل ذلِك
 فقالُوا."  قال " أفال آذ ْنتُ ُمونِي. قالُوا مات يا ر ُسول اللَّ ِه." ان
ُ اإل ْنس
 فأتى."  قال " ف ُدلُّونِي على ق ْب ِرِه.ُ قال فحق ُروا شأْنه.ُإَِّنهُ كان كذا وكذا ِقصَّته
.ق ْبرهُ فصلَّى عل ْي ِه
A black person, a male or a female used to clean the Mosque and then died. The
Prophet (s.a.w) did not know his death . One day the Prophet (s.a.w) remembered
him (the person) and said, "What happened to that person?" They (the people)
replied, "O Allah's Messenger (s.a.w)! He died." He said, "Why did you not inform
me?" They said, "His story was so and so (i.e. regarded him as insignificant)." He
said, "Show me his grave." He then went to his grave and offered the funeral
prayer (over him).
Reference

: Sahih al-Bukhari 1337

In-book reference

: Book 23, Hadith 93
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USC-MSA web (English) reference

: Vol. 2, Book 23, Hadith 421

Other References
Sahih al-Bukhari 458 (Vol. 1, Book 8, Hadith 448)
Sahih al-Bukhari 1247 (Vol. 2, Book 23, Hadith 339)
Sahih Muslim 956 (Book 4, Hadith 2088)
Sunan Abi Dawud 3203 ( Book 20, Hadith 3197)
Sunan an-Nasa'i 1981 (Vol. 3, Book 21, Hadith 1983)
Sunan an-Nasa'i 1969 (Vol. 3, Book 21, Hadith 1971)
Sunan Ibn Majah (Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1527)
Sunan Ibn Majah (Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1530)

Points to be noted:
1. It is a Swahih Hadith
2. It is a Muttafaq ‘alaih Hadith (meaning it is found in both Swahih Al
Bukhariy and Swahih Muslim)
3. It is graded as Swahih by Darussalam and Albani (Wahabi Guru)
4. If Imam Bukhariy has made a chapter under the heading ‘To offer the
(funeral) Salat on the grave after the burial of the deceased’ (

باب الصَّال ِة

)على اْلق ْب ِر ب ْعد ما ُي ْدف ُن, this means that he believed in and his ‘Aqeedah

and Madhhab are that Takbir, Surah Faatiha, Darood Ibrahim, Du’a
Maghfirah and Tasleem as framework of a Swalaat ul Janaza can be offered
for a dead person after burial over his grave.
5. It is narrated by Abu Hurairah (ra), the one who narrated more than 5000
hadith. He is the one who narrated the greatest number of hadith.
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6. It is found in Swahih Al Bukhariy under the Chapter ‘The Swalaat Over The
Grave After A Deceased Is Buried’ (

)ُي ْدف ُن.

باب الصَّال ِة على اْلق ْب ِر ب ْعد ما

7. This hadith is repeated at so many different places like:
(i)

Sahih al-Bukhari 458 (Vol. 1, Book 8, Hadith 448)

(ii)

Sahih al-Bukhari 1247 (Vol. 2, Book 23, Hadith 339)

(iii)

Sahih Muslim 956 (Book 4, Hadith 2088)

(iv)

Sunan Abi Dawud 3203 ( Book 20, Hadith 3197)

(v)

Sunan an-Nasa'i 1981 (Vol. 3, Book 21, Hadith 1983)

(vi)

Sunan an-Nasa'i 1969 (Vol. 3, Book 21, Hadith 1971)

(vii) Sunan Ibn Majah (Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1527)
(viii) Sunan Ibn Majah (Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1530)
8. This is the ‘Aqeedah of Imam Bukhariy (ra) that he created a chapter under
which is found the permissibility of Swalaat at the grave of someone after he
has been buried.
9. In that hadith it is found that the prophet (s.a.w) was not told about the death
and burial of a person. When he became aware of it he asked his Ashab to
‘Show me his grave’ (ق ْب ِرِه
(ُق ْبره

)فأتى.

 )ف ُدلُّونِي علىand ‘He then went to his grave’

10.This means that though the person died days back, it is the sunnah of the
prophet (s.a.w) to visit the grave of a dead.
11.What did the prophet (s.a.w) do at the grave of the person who died and was
already buried days back? It is said in the same hadith that the prophet
(s.a.w) ‘offered the funeral prayer (over him)’ (عل ْي ِه

)فصلَّى.

12.This means that the Swalaat ul Janazah can be offered though the person had
already been buried after days.
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13.However, let’s imagine the scene / picture as follows:
(i)

The prophet (s.a.w) asked his Ashab to show him the grave.

(ii)

The Ashab brought him to the grave

(iii)

The Prophet (s.a.w) decided to perform Swalaat over the grave

(iv)

The grave was in front of the prophet (s.a.w)

(v)

His Ashab was behind him (s.a.w)

(vi)

If we say that (عل ْي ِه

 )فصلَّىmeans ‘then he performed the Swalaat ul

(vii) If we say that (عل ْي ِه

 )فصلَّىmeans ‘then he performed the Swalaat ul

(viii) If we say that (عل ْي ِه

 )فصلَّىmeans ‘then he performed the Swalaat ul

If we say that (عل ْي ِه

 )فصلَّىmeans ‘then he performed the Swalaat ul

If we say that (عل ْي ِه

 )فصلَّىmeans ‘then he performed the Swalaat ul

Janazah, this means that the prophet (s.a.w) performed 4 Takbir by
saying Allahou Akbar (the procedures of the Swalaat)

Janazah, this means that the prophet (s.a.w) read Surah Al Faatiha in
the Swalaat (the procedures of the Swalaat)

Janazah, this means that the prophet (s.a.w) read Darood Ibrahim in
the Swalaat (the procedures of the Swalaat)

(ix)

Janazah, this means that the prophet (s.a.w) asked du’a of Maghfirah
in the Swalaat (the procedures of the Swalaat)
(x)

Janazah, this means that the prophet (s.a.w) performed the Tasleem
(Salaam by turning the head over the shoulder as in 5 daily Swalaat)
in the Swalaat (the procedures of the Swalaat)
14.What does that mean then? It means that:
(i)

The prophet went to the grave and made 4 Takbir (Saying Allahou
Akbar) in a standing position (Qiyam position)

(ii)

The prophet went to the grave and recited Surah Faatiha in a standing
position (Qiyam position)
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(iii)

The prophet went to the grave and recited Darood Ibrahim in a
standing position (Qiyam position)

(iv)

The prophet went to the grave and recited Du’a of Maghfirah in a
standing position (Qiyam position)

(v)

The prophet went to the grave and made the Tasleem in a standing
position (Qiyam position)

15.Again, brothers and sisters, the prophet (s.a.w) performed Swalaat ul Janaza
at the grave of the person days after he was buried. Did the prophet (s.a.w)
recite Takbir, Surah Al Faatiha, Darood Ibrahim, Du’a Maghfirah and
Tasleem over the grave? YES YES YES
16.Did the prophet (s.a.w) commit Shirk, Kufr, Haram, Bid’ah etc … ??? NO
NO NO
17.This is the ‘Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah:
(i)

To recite Takbir at the grave of a dead person

(ii)

To recite Surah Faatiha at the grave of a dead person

(iii)

To recite Darood Ibrahim at the grave of a dead person

(iv)

To recite Du’a Maghfirah at the grave of a dead person

(v)

To recite Tasleem at the grave of a dead person

18.If we now consider Hadith No. 15, is it then lawful and permissible to recite
any verse of the Qur’an, Darood Ibrahim and any du’a at the Qabr of a dead
person? OF COURSE YES IT IS PERMISSIBLE AND LAWFUL.

19.

Another question. Why did the prophet (s.a.w) go to his grave after so
many days after burial? The answer is :

It is the ‘Aqeedah of the Prophet (s.a.w), ashab, Imam Bukhari etc
… that though after so many days, the dead person will benefit
from the recitation (over his grave) of Takbir, surah Al Faatiha,
Darood Ibrahim, Du’a Maghfirah and Tasleem in his Qabr.
This is what is known as Ithaalus Thawaab – the dead is obtaining
thawaab from what we are doing for him.
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Other References on the topic
Sahih al-Bukhari 1335, 1336
Sunan Abi Dawud 3198
Sunan Ibn Majah Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1495
Sunan Ibn Majah Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1496
Jami` at-Tirmidhi 1026
Sunan An Nasa’I 1988

Why do we have to go to graveyard and pray for the
dead people?
Can we then help the dead people as being their
intercessors?
Hadith No. 17
Sahih Muslim » The Book of Prayer - Funerals » Hadith

كتاب الجنائز

The Book of Prayer - Funerals
Chapter (23): Praying over the grave

باب الصَّال ِة على اْلق ْب ِر

Hazrat Abu Huraira (ra) said that:

ِ  وأبو ك،الزْهرانِ ُّي
َّ الربِي ِع
ُّ ام ٍل فُضْي ُل ْب ُن ُحس ْي ٍن اْلج ْحد ِر
َّ وح َّدثنِي أُبو
ُ واللَّ ْفظ- ي
ُ
ِ ألبِي ك
 ع ْن أبِي، و ُهو ْاب ُن زْي ٍد ع ْن ثابِ ٍت اْلُبنانِ ِّي- ،اد
ٌ  قاال ح َّدثنا ح َّم- ام ٍل
ِ
-  أ ْو ش ًّابا- ت تقُ ُّم اْلم ْس ِجد
ْ  س ْوداء كان،ام أرة
ْ  ُهرْيرة أ َّن، ع ْن أبِي،راف ٍع
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 فقالُوا مات- ُ أ ْو ع ْنه- ففقدها ر ُسو ُل اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل عليه وسلم فسأل ع ْنها
"  فقال- ُ أ ْو أ ْمره-  قال فكأَّنهُ ْم ص َّغ ُروا أ ْمرها. "  قال " أفال ُك ْنتُ ْم آذ ْنتُ ُمونِي.
 فدلُّوهُ فصلَّى عل ْيها ثَُّم قال " إِ َّن ه ِذ ِه اْلقُُبور م ْملُوءةٌ ظُْلمة. " ُدلُّونِي على ق ْب ِرِه
. " على أ ْهلِها وِا َّن اللَّه ع َّز وج َّل ُين ِّوُرها لهُ ْم بِصالتِي عل ْي ِه ْم
A dark-complexioned woman (or a youth) used to sweep the mosque. The
Messenger of Allah (s.a.w) missed her (or him) and inquired about her (or him).
The people told him that she (or he) had died. He asked why they did not inform
him, and it appears as if they had treated her (or him) or her (or his) affairs as of
little account. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Lead me to her (or his) grave. They led
him to that place and he said prayer over her (or him) and then remarked: Verily,
these graves are full of darkness for their dwellers. Verily, the Mighty and Glorious
Allah illuminates them for their occupants by my prayer over them.
Reference

: Sahih Muslim 956

In-book reference

: Book 11, Hadith 93

USC-MSA web (English) reference

: Book 4, Hadith 2088

Points to be noted:
1. This is a Swahih Hadith from the above hadith sections as a continuity.
2. It is a Muttafaq Alai hadith (found in both Bukhariy and Muslim)
3. See hadith No. 16
4. If Imam Muslim has made a chapter under the heading ‘Praying over the
grave’ (ا ْلق ْب ِر

)باب الصَّال ِة على, this means that he believed in and his

‘Aqeedah and Madhhab are that Takbir, Surah Faatiha, Darood Ibrahim,
Du’a Maghfirah and Tasleem as framework of a Swalaat ul Janaza can be
offered for a dead person after burial over his grave.
islamimanihsan.com

Page 58

5. The question is: why did the prophet (s.a.w) go to her grave and pray for
her? Did the dead benefit from recitation of Swalaat ul Janazah though after
burial? The answer is found in the words of the prophet as saying ‘Verily,
these graves are full of darkness for their dwellers. Verily, the Mighty and
Glorious Allah illuminates them for their occupants by my prayer over

إِ َّن ه ِذ ِه اْلقُُبور م ْملُوءةٌ ظُْلمة على أ ْهلِها وِا َّن اللَّه ع َّز وج َّل
)ين ِّوُرها لهُ ْم بِصالتِي عل ْي ِه ْم
ُ.
them.’ (

6. What is meant here by (عل ْي ِهم

ْ

?) ُين ِّوُرها لهُ ْم بِصالتِي

This means that

through the waseelah, intermediaries, means of the Swalaat of the prophet
(s.a.w) Allah will illuminate, send light, enlighten the graves of these people.

7. Did then the prayer at a grave for the dead help the dead? YES
8. Did the prophet (s.a.w) say that Allah will illuminate the graves of their
inhabitants by his prayer? YES YES YES
9. Thus this is our (Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah) ‘Aqeedah.
10.Through our du’a Allah will illuminate the graves of our dead.
11.This is known as Ithaluth Thawaab.

Hadith No. 18
Sahih Muslim » The Book of Prayer - Funerals » Hadith

كتاب الجنائز

The Book of Prayer - Funerals
Chapter (19): If forty people pray for a person, they will intercede for him

ِ باب من صلَّى عل ْي ِه أربعون ُشفِّعوا ِف
يه
ْ
ُ
ُ ْ

'Abdullah b. 'Abbas reported that his son died in Qudaid or 'Usfan. He said to
Kuraib to see as to how many people had gathered there for his (funeral). He
(Kuraib) said:
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ٍ
،ون ْب ُن س ِع ٍيد األْيلِ ُّي
ُ  وه ُار،ون ْب ُن م ْع ُروف
ُ ح َّدثنا ه ُار
ِ يد ح َّدثنِي وقال اآلخر
 ح َّدثنا ْاب ُن،ان
َّ
ُ ِ قال اْلول،الس ُكونِ ُّي
ِ  عن ش ِر،ص ْخ ٍر
ٍ  م ْولى ْاب ِن عَّب، اللَّ ِه ْب ِن أبِي ن ِم ٍر ع ْن ُكرْي ٍب،يك ْب ِن ع ْب ِد
اس
ْ
ٍ
ٍ ع ْن ع ْب ِد اللَّ ِه ْب ِن عَّب
ب
ُ  أَّنهُ مات ْاب ٌن لهُ بِقُد ْيد أ ْو بِ ُع ْسفان فقال يا ُكرْي،اس
ِ الن
َّ اجتمع لهُ ِمن
ْ اس ق ِد
ْ ْانظُ ْر ما
ُ  قال فخر ْج. اس
ُاجتم ُعوا لهُ فأ ْخب ْرتُه
ٌ ت فِإذا ن
ت ر ُسول اللَّ ِه صلى
ُ  قال أ ْخ ِرُجوهُ فِإِّني س ِم ْع. فقال تقُو ُل ُه ْم أ ْرب ُعون قال نع ْم
وم على جنازتِ ِه أ ْرب ُعون
ُ اهلل عليه وسلم يقُو ُل " ما ِم ْن رُج ٍل ُم ْسلٍِم ي ُم
ُ ُوت فيق
ٍ  وِفي ِرواي ِة ْاب ِن معر. " يه
ِ رجال ال ي ْش ِرُكون بِاللَّ ِه ش ْيئا إِالَّ شفَّعهم اللَّه ِف
وف
ُ ُُ
ُ
ُ
ُْ
ِ عن ش ِر
ٍ يك ْب ِن أبِي ن ِم ٍر ع ْن ُكرْي ٍب ع ِن ْاب ِن عَّب
. اس
ْ
يد ْب ُن ُشجا ٍع
ُ ِواْلول
 أ ْخبرنِي أُبو،و ْه ٍب

So I went out and I informed him about the people who had gathered there. He (Ibn
'Abbas) said: Do you think they are forty? He (Kuraib) said: Yes. Ibn 'Abbas then
said to them: Bring him (the dead body) out for I have heard Allah's Messenger
(s.a.w) as saying: If any Muslim dies and forty men who associate nothing with
Allah stand over his prayer (they offer prayer over him), Allah will accept them as
intercessors for him.
Reference

: Sahih Muslim 948

In-book reference

: Book 11, Hadith 77

USC-MSA web (English) reference

: Book 4, Hadith 2072

Points to be noted:
1. It is a Swahih Hadith
2. It has been graded by the Wahabi Guru Albani as Swahih
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3. If Imam Muslim has made a chapter under the heading ‘If forty people pray
for a person, they will intercede for him’ (

باب م ْن صلَّى عل ْي ِه أ ْرب ُعون

ِ ) ُشفِّعوا ِف, this means that he believed in and his ‘Aqeedah and Madhhab
ِيه
ُ

are that the living may intercede and become intercessors for the dead. This
means that his ‘Aqeedah is that the dead benefit from the intercession of the
living.
4. What do we see in that hadith? It is said that Ibn Abbas (ra) heard that the
prophet (s.a.w) said: ‘If any Muslim dies and forty men who associate
nothing with Allah stand over his prayer (they offer prayer over him), Allah

وم
ُ ما ِم ْن رُج ٍل ُم ْسلٍِم ي ُم
ُ ُوت فيق
ِ )على جنازتِ ِه أربعون رجال ال ي ْش ِرُكون بِاللَّ ِه ش ْيئا إِالَّ شفَّعهم اللَّه ِف.
يه
ُ ُُ
ُ
ُ
ُ ْ
will accept them as intercessors for him.’ (

5. What does that mean? This means that if there are 40 men at the funeral of a
person, these 40 men will be considered as intercessors for him.
6. What does that mean? This means that through the du’a of these 40 men
Allah will help the dead men.
7. What does that mean? This means that though after the death of a person, for
only 1 but 40 men would be his helper and intercessors (

ِ ) ِف.
يه

َّ
َّ
ُِإال شفَّعهُ ُم الله

8. Can the living be intercessors for the dead? YES YES YES
9. When Ibn Abbas (ra) waited for the number to be 40, did he then commit
Shirk or Bid’ah? NO NO NO
10.Can we thus pray for the dead with the hope as being his / her intercessors?
YES
11.Can we thus pray for the dead with the hope that the dead will benefit in his
grave? YES
12.It is the ‘Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) and the Ashab (ra)
13.This is the ‘Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah – belief in helping the
dead in their graves.
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Reference

: Sunan Abi Dawud 3170

In-book reference

: Book 21, Hadith 82

English translation

: Book 20, Hadith 3164

Hadith No. 19
Sahih Muslim » The Book of Prayer - Funerals » Hadith

كتاب الجنائز

The Book of Prayer - Funerals
Chapter (18): If one hundred (people) pray for a person, they will intercede for him

ِ باب من صلَّى عل ْي ِه ِمائةٌ ُشفِّعوا ِف
يه
ْ
ُ

Hazrat 'A'isha (ra) reported that the messenger of Allah (s.a.w) said:

،يع
ٍ  أ ْخبرنا سالَّ ُم ْب ُن أبِي ُم ِط، ح َّدثنا ْاب ُن اْل ُمبار ِك،ح َّدثنا اْلحس ُن ْب ُن ِعيسى
ِ  ر- ، عن ع ْب ِد اللَّ ِه ْب ِن ي ِزيد، عن أبِي ِقالبة،عن أُّيوب
 ع ْن- يع عائِشة
ِض
ْ
ْ
ْ
ٍ النبِ ِّي صلى اهلل عليه وسلم قال " ما ِمن مي
َّ  ع ِن،عائِشة
َّ ِّت ُيصلِّي عل ْي ِه أ
ٌُمة
ْ
ِ ِمن اْلمسلِ ِمين يْبلُ ُغون ِمائة ُكلُّهم ي ْشفعون له إِالَّ ُشفِّعوا ِف
ت بِ ِه
ُ ْ قال فح َّدث. " يه
ُ
ُْ
ُ
ُ
ُْ
ِ ُشع ْيب ْبن اْلح ْبح
َّ اب فقال ح َّدثنِي بِ ِه أن ُس ْب ُن مالِ ٍك ع ِن
النبِ ِّي صلى اهلل عليه
. وسلم
If a company of Muslims numbering one hundred pray over a dead person, all of
them interceding for him, their intercession for him will be accepted.
Reference
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In-book reference

: Book 11, Hadith 76

USC-MSA web (English) reference

: Book 4, Hadith 2071

Points to be noted:
1. It is a Swahih Hadith
2. This is the ‘Aqeedah of Imaam Muslim (ra) to believe in the fact that living
people can help the dead people and that was why he created a chapter as ‘If
one hundred (people) pray for a person, they will intercede for him’ (

ِ )من صلَّى عل ْي ِه ِمائةٌ ُشفِّعوا ِف.
يه
ْ
ُ

باب

3. It is indicated that Hazrat Aisha (ra) said that the prophet (s.a.w) said that ‘If
a company of Muslims numbering one hundred pray over a dead person, all

ما
ُّ
ِ
ِِ
ِ َّ ِّت يصلِّي عل ْي ِه أ
ٍ
ِ
ُُمةٌ من اْل ُم ْسلمين يْبلُ ُغون مائة ُكلهُ ْم ي ْشف ُعون له
ُ م ْن مي
ِ )إِالَّ ُشفِّعوا ِف
يه
ُ
of them interceding for him, their intercession for him will be accepted.’ (

4. This means that the living people can pray for the dead after their burial.
5. This means that the living will intercede for the dead after their death
6. This means that Allah will accept the du’a of the living people for the dead
people after their burial
7. This means that the intercession will be a blessing for the dead people from
the living people.
8. As such, the du’a of the living is a blessing and a means of intercession for
the dead.
9. This is the ‘Aqeedah of the Ashab
10.This is the ‘Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah
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Giving Sadaqah (Charity) To The Dead People
Hadith No. 20
Sahih al-Bukhari » Wills and Testaments (Wasaayaa) » Hadith

كتاب الوصايا
Wills and Testaments
Chapter (26): If somebody gives a piece of land as an bequest (charity) and does
not mark its boundaries it is permissible and as well as charity

ِ باب إِذا وقف أ ْرضا ول ْم ُيبي
ُ وكذلِك الصَّدقة،ِّن اْل ُح ُدود ف ْهو جائٌِز
Hazrat Ibn `Abbas (ra):

ِ ِ َّ ح َّدثنا مح َّم ُد ْبن ع ْب ِد
اء ْب ُن
ُ
ُ  ح َّدثنا زك ِرَّي، أ ْخبرنا رْو ُح ْب ُن ُعبادة،الرحيم
ُ
ٍ  ع ِن ْاب ِن عَّب، ع ْن ِع ْك ِرمة، قال ح َّدثنِي ع ْم ُرو ْب ُن ِدين ٍار،إِ ْسحاق
اس ـ رضى
ِ  قال لِرس،اهلل عنهما أ َّن رُجال
ت
َّ ول اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل عليه وسلم إِ َّن أ
ْ ُمهُ تُُوفِّي
ُ
 قال فِإ َّن لِي ِم ْخرافا وأُ ْش ِه ُدك أِّني ق ْد." ت ع ْنها قال " نع ْم
ُ أي ْنف ُعها إِ ْن تص َّد ْق
.ت ع ْنها
ُ تص َّد ْق
A man said to Allah's Messenger (s.a.w), "My mother died, will it benefit her if I
give in charity on her behalf?" The Prophet (s.a.w) replied ‘yes’. The man said, "I
have a garden and I make you a witness that I give it in charity on her behalf."
Reference

: Sahih al-Bukhari 2762, 2770

In-book reference

: Book 55, Hadith 33
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USC-MSA web (English) reference

: Vol. 4, Book 51, Hadith 24, 31

Points to be noted:
1. It is a Swahih Hadith
2. It has been graded Swahih by the Wahabi Guru Albani and Darussalam.
3. If Imam Bukhariy has made a chapter under the heading ‘If somebody gives
a piece of land as an bequest (charity) and does not mark its boundaries it is
permissible and as well as charity’ (

ُ وكذلِك الصَّدقة،)ف ْهو جائٌِز,

ِ باب إِذا وقف أ ْرضا ول ْم ُيبي
ِّن اْل ُح ُدود

this means that he believed in and his

‘Aqeedah and Madhhab are that the living may give any portion of land as
charity and gift to the dead and this will benefit the dead people.

4. It is mentioned that the mother of a man died and the man wanted to know
whether he could make a sadaqah for her and whether she would benefit
from the sadaqah made on her behalf (ع ْنها

ت
ُ )أي ْنف ُعها إِ ْن تص َّد ْق. That was

the ‘Aqeedah of the Sahaba, that is, though after the dead of a person the
living can do things to benefit the dead. In this hadith the question and word
( )أي ْنفعهاhas been used to denote ‘will it benefit her’. This is the ‘Aqeedah

ُ

of the sahaba, the dead benefits in their graves from the living.

5. What kind of benefit was it? It is said that the sahaba question about ‘if I
made a charity for her’ (ع ْنها

ت
ُ )إِ ْن تص َّد ْق. This means that after the death

of a person we can make a charity or sadaqah for him / her.

6. What kind of Sadaqah did the sahaba do? It is said that the sahaba had ‘a
garden’ (خرافا
ْ ِم

 )فِإ َّن لِيand it is said that ‘I took the prophet as witness as

I give it as charity on her behalf’ (ع ْنها

ت
ُ )وأُ ْش ِه ُدك أِّني ق ْد تص َّد ْق. What

does that mean? This means that by giving the garden in the path of Allah
through any means, the Sahaba had the ‘Aqeedah that this action of sadaqah
would benefit the dead person.
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7. What does that mean by ‘I took you (the prophet) as witness’? This means
that:
(i)

the prophet (s.a.w) had agreed upon this action

(ii)

the prophet (s.a.w) is witnessed over the sacrifice of the sahaba

(iii)

the prophet (s.a.w) is witnessed that the dead will be benefited from
this charity

8. Did the sahaba commit shirk or bid’ah when giving his garden as charity for
his dead mother? NO
9. Did the prophet (s.a.w) approve of giving a garden as charity for the dead?
YES
10.Did the prophet (s.a.w) say that the dead person will benefit from the Sadaqa
done by another person (after his death)? YES
11.As such, this is the ‘Aqeedah of the Ashab and the prophet (s.a.w).
12.It is the ‘Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah to give Sadaqah to a dead
person and he / she will benefit it.

Hadith No. 21
Jami` at-Tirmidhi » The Book on Zakat » Hadith

كتاب الزكاة عن رسول اهلل صلى اهلل عليه وسلم
The Book on Zakat
Chapter (31): What Has Been Related About The One Who Gives Charity (Then)
Inheriting His Charity

ِ باب ما جاء ِفي اْل ُمتص ِّد
ُ ق ي ِر
ُث صدقته

Hazrat ‘Abdullah bin Buraidah (ra) narrated from his father:
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ٍ  عن ع ْب ِد اللَّ ِه ْب ِن عط، ح َّدثنا علِ ُّي ْبن مس ِه ٍر،ح َّدثنا علِ ُّي ْبن ح ْج ٍر
 ع ْن،اء
ْ
ُ ُ
ُْ ُ
ِ ِ عن أب،ع ْب ِد اللَّ ِه ْب ِن برْيدة
َّ ت جالِسا ِع ْند
النبِ ِّي صلى اهلل عليه
ُ  قال ُك ْن،يه
ْ
ُ
ُمي بِج ِاري ٍة
ِّ ت على أ
ْ ام أرةٌ فقال
ُ ت تص َّد ْق
ُ ت يا ر ُسول اللَّ ِه إِِّني ُك ْن
ْ ُوسلم إِ ْذ أتتْه
ت يا ر ُسول اللَّ ِه
ُ  قال " وجب أ ْج ُر ِك ورَّدها عل ْي ِك اْل ِمير. ت
ْ  قال. " اث
ْ وِاَّنها مات
ت يا
ْ  قال. " صو ِمي ع ْنها
ُ " وم ع ْنها قال
ُ إَِّنها كان عل ْيها ص ْوُم ش ْه ٍر أفأ
ُ ص
 قال أُبو. " ر ُسول اللَّ ِه إَِّنها ل ْم ت ُح َّج قطُّ أفأ ُح ُّج ع ْنها قال " نع ْم ُح ِّجي ع ْنها
ِ ف هذا ِمن ح ِد
يث ُبرْيدة إِالَّ ِم ْن هذا
ٌ ِعيسى هذا ح ِد
ُ يح وال ُي ْعر
ٌ يث حس ٌن ص ِح
ْ
ِ اء ثِقةٌ ِع ْند أ ْه ِل اْلح ِد
ٍ  وع ْب ُد اللَّ ِه ْبن عط. اْلو ْج ِه
 واْلعم ُل على هذا ِع ْند. يث
ُ
 وقال. ُت له
َّ أ ْكث ِر أ ْه ِل اْل ِعْلِم أ َّن
ْ َّالرُجل ِإذا تص َّدق بِصدق ٍة ثَُّم وِرثها حل

ِ َِّ
ص ِرفها ِفي ِمثْلِ ِه
ُ ضهُ ْم إَِّنما الصَّدقةُ ش ْي ٌء جعلها لله فِإذا وِرثها في ِج
ُ ب ْع
ْ ب أ ْن ي
ٍ ي وُزه ْير ْبن مع ِاوية هذا اْلح ِديث عن ع ْب ِد اللَّ ِه ْب ِن عط
اء
ُّ ان الثَّْوِر
ْ
ُ  وروى ُس ْفي.
ُ ُ ُ
"I was sitting with the Prophet when a woman came to him and said: 'O Messenger
of Allah! I gave a slave girl to my mother in charity and she died.' He said: 'Your
reward is already established, and your right to inherit her has returned it (that
Sadaqah) to you.' She said: 'O Messenger of Allah! There was a month of fasting
due on her, shall I perform the fast for her?' He said: 'Fast on her behalf.' She said:
'O Messenger of Allah! She never performed Hajj, shall I perform Hajj for her?' He
said: 'Yes, perform Hajj on her behalf.'"

Reference
In-book reference

: Jami` at-Tirmidhi 667
: Book 7, Hadith 51

Points to be noted:
1. It is a Swahih Hadith
2. Abu ‘Isaa said that it is a Hasan Swahih Hadith
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3. The Ahlu Hadith say that it is a Trustworthy (ٌ )ثِقةhadith.

4. It is said in this hadith that the woman asked the prophet ‘shall I perform the
fast for her’ (ع ْنها

وم
ُ  )أفأwhen her mother had already passed away? The
ُ ص
prophet replied ‘fast on her behalf’ ()صو ِمي ع ْنها
ُ

5. What does that mean? This is the ‘Aqeedah of the sahaba and the prophet
(s.a.w) that:
(i)
You can fast on behalf of a dead person
(ii) if you fast on his / her behalf, he will benefit it in his / her grave.
6. What did the woman ask again? She asked ‘shall I perform hajj for her?’
(ع ْنها

)أفأ ُح ُّج. What was the reply of the prophet? The prophet said ‘'Yes,

perform Hajj on her behalf’ (ع ْنها

)نع ْم ُح ِّجي

7. Again this is the ‘Aqeedah of the sahaba and the prophet (s.a.w) that we can
perform hajj on behalf of someone who died and he / she will benefit it in
qabr.
8. What is found in that hadith can be summarised as follows:
(i)
We can fast on behalf of a dead person and he will obtain the reward
(ii) We can perform hajj on behalf of a dead person and he will obtain the
reward
9. This is the ‘Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) and his Ashab
10.This is the ‘Aqeedah of the Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah

Hadith No. 22
Sunan Abi Dawud » Zakat (Kitab Al-Zakat) » Hadith

كتاب الزكاة
Chapter (42): On The Excellence Of Supplying Drinking Water

ِ ض ِل س ْق ِى اْلم
اء
ْ باب ِفي ف
Hazrat Sa'd ibn Ubadah said (ra):
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ٍ ِح َّدثنا ُمح َّم ُد ْب ُن كث
 ع ْن س ْع ِد، ع ْن رُج ٍل، ع ْن أبِي إِ ْسحاق، أ ْخبرنا إِ ْسرائِي ُل،ير
" ى الصَّدق ِة أ ْفض ُل قال
ُّ ت فأ
ْ  أَّنهُ قال يا ر ُسول اللَّ ِه إِ َّن أ َُّم س ْع ٍد مات،ْب ِن ُعبادة
.  فحفر بِْئ ار وقال ه ِذ ِه ِألُِّم س ْع ٍد. " اء
ُ اْلم
That he said: Oh Messenger of Allah, Umm Sa'd has died; what form of sadaqah is
best? He replied: Water (is best). He dug a well and said: It is for Umm Sa'd.
Reference

: Sunan Abi Dawud 1681

In-book reference

: Book 9, Hadith 126

English translation

: Book 9, Hadith 1677

Points to be noted:
1. It has been graded by Wahabi Guru Albani as Hasan
2. In this hadith it is narrated that Sa’d bin ‘Ubaadah (ra) asked the prophet
(s.a.w) what is the best of Sadaqa (ل
ُ أ ْفض
died (ت
ْ مات
(i)

(ii)

(iii)

ى الصَّدق ِة
ُّ  )فأfor his mother who

)إِ َّن أ َُّم س ْع ٍد. What is to be noted here is:

It is the ‘Aqeedah of the sahaba that they could help their dead people
after their death.
According to the sahaba there are many kinds of Sadaqa and all of
them are good. But according to Sa’d there is one which is best
(ل
ُ )أ ْفض.

It is the ‘Aqeedah of the sahaba that they could give sadaqah to their
dead people after their death.

3. What did the prophet (s.a.w) reply? He said ‘Water’ ()ا ْلماء. What does that

ُ

mean? This means that giving water to people on behalf of the dead mother
will benefit the dead mother as part of sadaqa.
4. Did the prophet (s.a.w) tell Sa’d that it is shirk and bid’ah to help a dead
after burial? NO NO NO
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5. What did Sa’d do then. It is said that ‘he dug a well’ (ر
بِ ْئ ا
‘This is for the mother of Sa’d’ (س ْع ٍد

 )فحفرand said

)ه ِذ ِه ِألُِّم. What does that mean? This

means that:
(i)
He made a well and gave it on behalf of his mother as Sadaqa
(ii) He knew that anyone drinking from that well would be beneficial to
his mother
(iii) He knew that though his mother passed away, he could help her
6. This is the ‘Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) and his Ashab
Hadith No. 23
Sahih Muslim » The Book of Wills » Hadith

كتاب الوصية
Hazrat Abu Huraira (ra) reported that a person said to Allah's Apostle
(s.a.w):

 وعلِ ُّي ْب ُن، وقُت ْيبةُ ْب ُن س ِع ٍيد،ح َّدثنا ي ْحيى ْب ُن أُّيوب
ِ ِ عن أب، ع ِن اْلعال ِء-  وهو ْابن جعف ٍر- ،اعي ُل
ِ إِسم
،يه
ْ
ْ ُ ُ
ْ
ِ رُجال قال لِ َّلنبِ ِّي صلى اهلل عليه وسلم إِ َّن أبِي مات وترك ماال ول ْم ُي
وص فه ْل
. " ُيكفِّ ُر ع ْنهُ أ ْن أتص َّدق ع ْنهُ قال " نع ْم
 قالُوا ح َّدثنا،ُح ْج ٍر
 أ َّن،ع ْن أبِي ُهرْيرة

My father died and left behind property without making any will regarding it.
Would he be relieved of the burden of his sins if I give sadaqa on his behalf? He
(the Holy Prophet) said: Yes.
USC-MSA web (English) reference

: Book 13, Hadith 4001

Arabic reference

: Book 26, Hadith 4306
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Points to be noted:
1. It is a Swahih Hadith
2. It is said that the father of a man died ( مات

)إِ َّن أبِي

and went to the

prophet (s.a.w). Why did he go to the prophet (s.a.w)? The answer is that he
knew that though after the death of his father there was still a way to help
him(his father) through the advice of the prophet.
3. What did he ask the prophet? He wanted to know whether ‘he would be
relieved from his sin’ (ُع ْنه

)فه ْل ُيكفِّ ُر

4. What was the solution found and suggested by the man. He wanted ‘to do
charity on his (his father) behalf’ (ُع ْنه

)أ ْن أتص َّدق. What does this mean?

This shows that the sahaba has faith and ‘Aqeedah that after the death of his
father there was still a way to help him through sadaqa (though after his
death).

5. What did the prophet (s.a.w) reply? Did he say that this was shirk or bid’ah?
NO. Did he tax the man as innovator? NO NO NO. What did he say then?
The prophet (s.a.w) said ‘Yes’ ()نعم. What does this mean? This means that:

ْ

(i)

If the man do charity on his father’s name, he will benefit him in his
Qabr

(ii)

Sadaqa after the death of a person is permissible

(iii)

Sadaqa for the dead people reduces the sins

(iv)

Sadaqa for the dead people helps them in their graves

(v)

The prophet (s.a.w) approved of sadaqa for the dead

(vi)

The prophet (s.a.w) approved of helping the dead after their burial

6. This is the ‘Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) and the Ashab
7. This is the ‘Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah
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Other References
Sahih al-Bukhari 2770 (Vol. 4, Book 51, Hadith 31)
Swahih al-Bukhari 2756 (Vol. 4, Book 51, Hadith 19)
Swahih Muslim Book 13, Hadith 4002
Sunan an-Nasa'i 3655
Sunan Abi Dawud 2882
Jami` at-Tirmidhi 669

Planting Over Graves
Hadith No. 24
Sahih al-Bukhari » Funerals (Al-Janaa'iz) » Hadith

كتاب الجنائز
Funerals (Al-Janaa'iz)
Chapter (81): Placing a leaf of a date palm over the grave

باب اْلج ِر ِيد على اْلق ْب ِر
Hazrat Ibn `Abbas (ra) said:

ِ  عن مج،ش
ٍ  ع ْن طاو،اه ٍد
 ع ِن،س
ُ ْ ِ  ع ِن األ ْعم، ح َّدثنا أُبو ُمع ِاوية،ح َّدثنا ي ْحيى
ُ
ٍ ْاب ِن عَّب
َّ اس ـ رضى اهلل عنهما ـ ع ِن
النبِ ِّي صلى اهلل عليه وسلم أَّنهُ م َّر
ٍ ِان ِفي كب
ِ ان وما ُيع َّذب
ِ ان فقال " إَِّنهُما لُيع َّذب
ِ بِق ْبرْي ِن ُيع َّذب
ير أ َّما أح ُد ُهما فكان ال
َّ ِ وأ َّما اآلخ ُر فكان ي ْم ِشي ب،ي ْستتِ ُر ِمن اْلب ْو ِل
طبة
ْ  ثَُّم أخذ ج ِريدة ر." الن ِميم ِة
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ِ ق ْب ٍر و
 لِم صن ْعت، فقالُوا يا ر ُسول اللَّ ِه.احدة
." ما ل ْم ي ْيبسا

ِ
 ثَُّم غرز ِفي ُك ِّل،صف ْي ِن
ْ فشقَّها بِن
هذا فقال " لعلَّهُ أ ْن ُيخفَّف ع ْنهُما

The Prophet (s.a.w) once passed by two graves, and those two persons (in the
graves) were being tortured. He said, "They are being tortured not for a great thing
(to avoid). One of them never saved himself from being soiled with his urine,
while the other was going about with calumnies (to make enmity between friends).
He then took a green leaf of a date-palm tree split it into two pieces and fixed one
on each grave. The people said, "O Allah's Messenger (s.a.w)! Why have you done
so?" He replied, "I hope that their punishment may be lessened till they (the leaf)
become dry."
Reference

: Sahih al-Bukhari 1361

In-book reference

: Book 23, Hadith 115

USC-MSA web (English) reference

: Vol. 2, Book 23, Hadith 443

Other References
Swahih al-Bukhari 216 (Vol. 1, Book 4, Hadith 215)
Swahih al-Bukhari 218 (Vol. 1, Book 4, Hadith 217)
Swahih al-Bukhari 1378 (Vol. 2, Book 23, Hadith 460)
Swahih al-Bukhari 6052 (Vol. 8, Book 73, Hadith 78)
Swahih al-Bukhari 6055 (Vol. 8, Book 73, Hadith 81)
Swahih Muslim 292a (Book 2, Hadith 575)
Swahih Muslim 292b (Book 2, Hadith 576)
Sunan Abi Dawud Hadith 20
Sunan an-Nasa'i 2069 (Vol. 3, Book 21, Hadith 2071)
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Points to be noted:
1. I have included only one hadith due to its reoccurrence in so many different
places.
2. It is a Swahih Hadith
3. It has been graded as Swahih by the Wahabi Guru Albani.
4. It is a Muttafaq ‘Alai Hadith, meaning it occurs in both Swahih Bukhariy
and Swahih Muslim
5. If Imam Bukhariy has made a chapter under the heading ‘Placing a leaf of a
date palm over the grave’ (ا ْلق ْب ِر

)باب اْلج ِر ِيد على,

this means that he

believed in and his ‘Aqeedah and Madhhab are that it is allowed to plant
over the Qabr and as stated the punishment of the graves will be reduced for
the dead and as such benefiting the dead people.
6. While the prophet (s.a.w) and his Ashab were passing by two graves, the
prophet (s.a.w) said that they were punished. What did the prophet do? It is
said that ‘He then took a green leaf of a date-palm tree and split it into two

ِ
ِ صف ْي
pieces’ (ن
ْ بِن

طبة فشقَّها
ْ )ثَُّم أخذ ج ِريدة ر.

7. What did he do with the two leaves? It is said that the prophet (s.a.w) ‘then

ِو
fixed one on each grave’ (احدة

)ثَُّم غرز ِفي ُك ِّل ق ْب ٍر. The prophet (s.a.w)
took a leaf and ( )غرزit on each grave. The word ( )غرزhas been used here.

Why? What is meant by ( ?)غرزThe word ( )غرزmeans to stick, insert,
plant and implant.
8. What does that mean? This means that the prophet (s.a.w) took the leaf,
inserted and planted it on the grave. And he did that action twice. This
means that it is permissible to plant on graves.
9. Now, why did he do that? The Ashab set the same question and the prophet
(s.a.w) answered ‘I hope that their punishment may be lessened till they (the
leaf) become dry’ (ي ْيبسا

)لعلَّهُ أ ْن ُيخفَّف ع ْنهُما ما ل ْم.

10.What does that mean? This means that:
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(i)

As long as the leaves are green on a qabr the punishment of the dead
people will be reduced

(ii)

It is permissible to stick leaves on graves. This is what is known as
planting over graves

(iii)

It is the sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to plant over the graves of the
dead people.

(iv)

It is the ‘Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) that Allah will reduce the
punishment of sinners in their graves.

11.Did the prophet (s.a.w) commit an act of shirk or bid’ah when he placed
these leaves on these two graves? NO NO NO
12.Why is it then considered as shirk or bid’ah when the Ahlus Sunnah Wal
Jama’ah people do it?

Reciting The Qur’an Is A Form Of Sadaqa (Charity)
Hadith No. 25
Sunan an-Nasa'i » The Book of Zakah » Hadith

كتاب الزكاة
The Book of Zakah
Chapter (68): One Who Gives Charity In Secret

باب اْل ُم ِس ِّر بِالصَّدق ِة

Hazrt 'Uqbah bin 'Amir (ra) said that the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w) said:

 ع ْن، ع ْن ُمع ِاوية ْب ِن صالِ ٍح، قال ح َّدثنا ْاب ُن و ْه ٍب،أ ْخبرنا ُمح َّم ُد ْب ُن سلمة
ِ  عن ع ْقبة ْب ِن ع،ير ْب ِن م َّرة
ِ ِ ع ْن كث، ع ْن خالِ ِد ْب ِن م ْعدان،ير ْب ِن س ْع ٍد
ِ ب ِح
،ام ٍر
ُ ْ
ُ
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ِ آن كاْلج
ِ أ َّن رسول اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل عليه وسلم قال " اْلج
ِ اه ُر بِاْلقُ ْر
اه ِر بِالصَّدق ِة
ُ
ِ واْل ُم ِس ُّر بِاْلقُ ْر
. " آن كاْل ُم ِس ِّر بِالصَّدق ِة
"The one who recites the Qur'an loudly is like one who gives charity openly, and
the one who recites the Qur'an quietly is like one who gives charity in secret."

Reference

: Sunan an-Nasa'i 2561

In-book reference

: Book 23, Hadith 127

English translation

: Vol. 3, Book 23, Hadith 2562

Other References:
Sunan an-Nasa'i 1663 (Vol. 2, Book 20, Hadith 1664)
Jami’ Al Tirmidhi Vol. 1, Book 42, Hadith 2919
Sunan Abi Dawud 1333 (Book 5, Hadith 1328)

Points to be noted for both Hadith:
1. This is a Swahih Hadith
2. It has been graded as Swahih by the Wahabi Guru Albani and Darussalam
3. It is mentioned that ‘The one who recites the Qur'an loudly is like one who
gives charity openly,’ (بِالصَّدق ِة

ِ آن كاْلج
ِ )اْلج.
ِ اه ُر بِاْلقُ ْر
اه ِر

4. It is also mentioned that ‘the one who recites the Qur'an quietly is like one
who gives charity in secret.’ (بِالصَّدق ِة

ِ )واْل ُم ِس ُّر بِاْلقُ ْر.
آن كاْل ُم ِس ِّر

5. What does that mean? This means that:
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(i)

The tilaawat of the Qur’an is a form of Sadaqa

(ii)

The tilaawat of the Qur’an is considered by Allah as a Sadaqa

(iii)

Tilaawat in a low voice is a Sadaqa

(iv)

Tilaawat in a high voice is Sadaqa

6. Now, we have seen that giving Sadaqa to the dead people is recommended
by the prophet (s.a.w). As such if giving Sadaqa is recommended and at the
same time Tilaawat of the Qur’an is considered as Sadaqa, then there is
ample human reasoning that giving the Tilaawat of the Qur’an as Sadaqa is
permissible in Islam.
7. Giving Tilaawat of the Qur’an is a form of Sadaqa for the dead also.

Asking Du’a Before Raising The Body

Hadith No. 26
Sahih al-Bukhari » Companions of the Prophet » Hadith

كتاب فضائل أصحاب النبى صلى اهلل عليه وسلم
Companions of the Prophet
Chapter (6): The merits of 'Umar bin Al-Khattab

َّ
ِ ِّ ص اْلقُرِش ِّي اْلعد ِو
ِ
ِ َّب ُعمر ْب ِن اْلخط
ٍ اب أبِي ح ْف
ُي رضي اللهُ ع ْنه
ُ باب مناق
Hazrat Ibn `Abbas (ra):

، ع ِن ْاب ِن أبِي ُمل ْيكة، ح َّدثنا ُعم ُر ْب ُن س ِع ٍيد، أ ْخبرنا ع ْب ُد اللَّ ِه،ان
ُ ح َّدثنا ع ْبد
ِ  يقُو ُل و،اس
ٍ أَّنهُ س ِمع ْابن عَّب
ِ ضع ُعم ُر على س ِر
َّ ُ فتكَّنفه،يرِه
اس ي ْد ُعون
ُ الن
ُ
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ِ  فلم يرْعنِي إِالَّ رج ٌل، وأنا ِفي ِهم،ويصلُّون قْبل أن يرفع
 فِإذا علِي،آخ ٌذ م ْن ِكبِي
ُ
ُ
ُْ ْ
ُ ْ ْ
َّ  وقال ما خلَّ ْفت أحدا أح،فترَّحم على ُعمر
ب إِل َّى أ ْن أْلقى اللَّه بِ ِمثْ ِل عملِ ِه
ِ ت ألظُ ُّن أن ي ْجعلك اللَّه مع ص
ت أِّني
ُ  وح ِس ْب،احب ْيك
ُ  إِ ْن ُك ْن، و ْاي ُم اللَّ ِه،ِم ْنك
ْ
ُ
َّ ُير أ ْسمع
،ت أنا وأُبو ب ْك ٍر و ُعم ُر
ت كثِ ا
ُ النبِ َّي صلى اهلل عليه وسلم يقُو ُل ذه ْب
ُ ُك ْن
.ت أنا وأُبو ب ْك ٍر و ُعم ُر
ُ  وخر ْج،ت أنا وأُبو ب ْك ٍر و ُعم ُر
ُ ودخْل
When (the dead body of) `Umar was put on his deathbed, the people gathered
around him and invoked (Allah) and prayed for him before the body was taken
away, and I was amongst them. Suddenly I felt somebody taking hold of my
shoulder and found out that he was `Ali bin Abi Talib. `Ali invoked Allah's Mercy
for `Umar and said, "You have not left behind you a person whose deeds I like to
imitate and meet Allah with more than I like your deeds. By Allah! I always
thought that Allah would keep you with your two companions, for very often I
used to hear the Prophet (s.a.w) saying, 'I, Abu Bakr and `Umar went (somewhere);
I, Abu Bakr and `Umar entered (somewhere); and I, Abu Bakr and `Umar went
out."'
Reference

: Sahih al-Bukhari 3685

In-book reference

: Book 62, Hadith 35

USC-MSA web (English) reference

: Vol. 5, Book 57, Hadith 34

Hadith No. 27
Sahih Muslim » The Book of the Merits of the Companions » Hadith

كتاب فضائل الصحابة رضى اهلل تعالى عنهم

The Book of the Merits of the Companions
Chapter: The Virtues Of 'Umar (RA)
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باب ِم ْن فضائِ ِل ُعمر رضى اهلل تعالى عنه
Ibn Abu Mulaika (ra) reported:

 وأُبو ُكرْي ٍب ُمح َّم ُد ْب ُن،يع اْلعت ِك ُّي
َّ  وأُبو،يد ْب ُن ع ْم ٍرو األ ْشعثِ ُّي
ِ ِالرب
ُ ح َّدثنا س ِع
ِ يع ح َّدثنا وقال اآلخر
 أ ْخبرنا،ان
َّ  قال أُبو-  واللَّ ْفظُ ألبِي ُكرْي ٍب- اْلعال ِء
ِ ِالرب
 قال، ع ِن ْاب ِن أبِي ُمل ْيكة، ع ْن ُعمر ْب ِن س ِع ِيد ْب ِن أبِي ُحس ْي ٍن،ْاب ُن اْل ُمبار ِك
ِ  يقُو ُل و،اس
ِ َّضع ُعمر ْب ُن اْلخط
ٍ ت ْابن عَّب
ِ اب على س ِر
َّ ُيرِه فتكَّنفه
اس
ُ س ِم ْع
ُ الن
ُ
ُ
َّ فلم يرعنِي إِال-  قال- ي ْدعون ويثْنون ويصلُّون علي ِه قبل أن يرفع وأنا ِفي ِهم
ُْ ْ
ُُ
ُ
ُ
ُْ ْ ْ ْ
ْ
ُّ بِرُج ٍل ق ْد أخذ بِم ْن ِكبِي ِم ْن ورائِي فاْلتف
ت إِل ْي ِه فِإذا ُهو علِ ُّي فترَّحم على ُعمر
َّ وقال ما خلَّ ْفت أحدا أح
ب إِل َّى أ ْن أْلقى اللَّه بِ ِمثْ ِل عملِ ِه ِم ْنك و ْاي ُم اللَّ ِه إِ ْن
ِ ت ألظُ ُّن أن ي ْجعلك اللَّه مع ص
ت أُكثُِّر أ ْسمعُ ر ُسول
ُ احب ْيك وذاك أِّني ُك ْن
ُ ُك ْن
ْ
ُ
ت أنا وأُبو
ُ ت أنا وأُبو ب ْك ٍر و ُعم ُر ودخْل
ُ اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل عليه وسلم يقُو ُل " ِج ْئ
ت أل ْرُجو أ ْو ألظُ ُّن أ ْن
ُ  فِإ ْن ُك ْن. " ت أنا وأُبو ب ْك ٍر و ُعم ُر
ُ ب ْك ٍر و ُعم ُر وخر ْج
. ي ْجعلك اللَّهُ معهُما
I heard Ibn 'Abbas as saying: While 'Umar b. Khattab was placed in the coffin the
people gathered around him. They praised him and supplicated for him before the
bier was lifted up, and I was one amongst them. Nothing attracted my attention but
a person who gripped my shoulder from behind. I saw towards him and found that
he was 'All. He invoked Allah's mercy upon 'Umar and said: You have left none
behind you (whose) deeds (are so enviable) that I love to meet Allah with them. By
Allah, I hoped that Allah would keep you and your two associates together. I had
often heard Allah's Messenger () as saying: I came and there came too Abu Bakr
and 'Umar; I entered and there entered too Abu Bakr and 'Umar; I went out and
there went out too Abu Bakr and 'Umar, and I hope and think that Allah will keep
you along with them.
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: Sahih Muslim 2389 a

Reference

: Book 44, Hadith 18

In-book reference

: Book 31, Hadith 5885

USC-MSA web (English) reference

Hadith No. 28
 » Hadithكتاب المقدمة Sunan Ibn Majah » The Book of the Sunnah -
Hazrat Ibn Abi Mulaikah (ra) said:

ح َّدثنا علِ ُّي ْب ُن ُمح َّم ٍد ،ح َّدثنا ي ْحيى ْب ُن آدم ،ح َّدثنا ْاب ُن اْل ُمبار ِك ،ع ْن ُعمر ْب ِن
ت ْابن عَّب ٍ
اس ،يقُو ُل ل َّما
س ِع ِيد ْب ِن أبِي ُحس ْي ٍن ،ع ِن ْاب ِن أبِي ُمل ْيكة ،قال س ِم ْع ُ
وِ
ضع ُعم ُر على س ِر ِ
يرِه ا ْكتنفهُ َّ
اس ي ْد ُعون وُيصلُّون  -أ ْو قال ُيثُْنون
الن ُ
ُ
وُيصلُّون  -عل ْي ِه قْبل أ ْن ُي ْرفع وأنا ِفي ِه ْم فل ْم ي ُرْعنِي إِالَّ رُج ٌل ق ْد زحمنِي وأخذ
بِم ْن ِكبِي فاْلتف ُّ
ت
ت فِإذا علِ ُّي ْب ُن أبِي طالِ ٍب فترَّحم على ُعمر ثَُّم قال ما خلَّ ْف ُ
عملِ ِه ِم ْنك و ْاي ُم اللَّ ِه
ت أ ْكث ُر
وذلِك أِّني ُك ْن ُ

أحدا أح َّ
ب إِل َّى أ ْن أْلقى اللَّه بِ ِمثْ ِل
لي ْجعلَّنك اللَّه ع َّز وج َّل مع ص ِ
احب ْيك
ُ
ت أنا
ت أنا وأُبو ب ْك ٍر و ُعم ُر ودخْل ُ
اللَّ ِه ـ صلى اهلل عليه وسلم ـ يقُو ُل " ذه ْب ُ
ت أظُ ُّن لي ْجعلَّنك اللَّهُ مع
ت أنا وأُبو ب ْك ٍر و ُعم ُر "  .ف ُك ْن ُ
وأُبو ب ْك ٍر و ُعم ُر وخر ْج ُ
ص ِ
احب ْيك .
إِ ْن
أ ْن

ت ألظُ ُّن
ُك ْن ُ
أ ْسمع ر ُسول

"I heard Ibn 'Abbas say: 'When 'Umar was placed on his bed (i.e., his bier), the
people around him gathered around him, praying and invoking blessings upon
)him,' or he said, 'praising him and invoking blessings upon him before (the bier
was lifted up, and I was among them. No one alarmed me except a man who
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crowded against me and seized me by the shoulder. I turned and saw that it was
'Ali bin Abu Talib. He prayed for mercy for 'Umar, then he said: "You have not left
behind anyone who it is more beloved to me to meet Allah with the like of his
deeds than yourself. By Allah, I think that Allah will most certainly unite you with
your two companions, and that is because I often heard the Messenger of Allah
saying: 'Abu Bakr, 'Umar and I went; Abu Bakr, 'Umar and I came in; Abu Bakr,
'Umar and I went out.' So I think that Allah will most certainly join you to your
two companions." (Sahih)
English reference

: Vol. 1, Book 1, Hadith 98

Arabic reference

: Book 1, Hadith 103

Points to be noted:
1. It is a Swahih Hadith
2. It is a Muttafaq ‘Alai Hadith (being recorded by both Imaam Bukhariy and
Imaam Muslim)
3. In all the 3 hadith it is mentioned that:
(i)

‘When (the dead body of) `Umar was put on his deathbed, the people
gathered around him and invoked (Allah) and prayed for him before

ِو
ِ ضع ُعم ُر على س ِر
َّ ُ فتكَّنفه،يرِه
اس
ُ الن
ُ
 )ي ْد ُعون وُيصلُّون قْبل أ ْن ُي ْرفعand ‘he was `Ali bin Abi Talib. `Ali
ِ
invoked Allah's Mercy for `Umar’ (عمر
ُ  فِإذا علي فترَّحم على،)
the body was taken away’ (

(Bukhariy)
(ii)

‘Hazrat 'Umar b. Khattab was placed in the coffin the people gathered
around him. They praised him and supplicated for him before the bier

ِو
ِ َّضع ُعمر ْب ُن اْلخط
ِ اب على س ِر
َّ ُيرِه فتكَّنفه
اس
ُ الن
ُ
ُ
 )ي ْد ُعون وُيثُْنون وُيصلُّون عل ْي ِه قْبل أ ْن ُي ْرفعand ‘He invoked
was lifted up’ (
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Allah's mercy upon 'Umar’ (

)فِإذا ُهو علِ ُّي فترَّحم على ُعمر

(Muslim)
(iii)

‘When 'Umar was placed on his bed (i.e., his bier), the people around
him gathered around him, praying and invoking blessings upon him,'
or he said, 'praising him and invoking blessings upon him before (the

ِ ل َّما و
ِ ضع ُعم ُر على س ِر
َّ ُيرِه ا ْكتنفه
اس
ُ الن
ُ
 عل ْي ِه قْبل أ ْن ُي ْرفع-  أ ْو قال ُيثُْنون وُيصلُّون- )ي ْد ُعون وُيصلُّون
bier) was lifted up’ (

and ‘And he was 'Ali bin Abu Talib. He prayed for mercy for 'Umar’
(عمر
ُ

( )فِإذا علِ ُّي ْب ُن أبِي طالِ ٍب فترَّحم علىIbn Majah)

4. What can be noticed here is the similarity among the 3 hadith. What did
happen?
5. It is said that when Hazrat ‘Umar (ra) died the following occurred:
(i)

The Ashab (ra) gathered around him before his burial

(ii)

The Ashab (ra) invoked Allah for him before his burial

(iii)

The Ashab (ra) asked du’a for him before his burial

(iv)

Hazrat ‘Ali (ra) asked for mercy of Allah for him before his burial

As such it is the sunnah of the Hazrat Abdullah Ibn Abbas (ra), Hazrat ‘Ali
(ra) and the Ashab (ra) to:
(i)

Gather around the dead before burial

(ii)

Invoke Allah for the dead before burial

(iii)

Ask du’a for the dead before burial

(iv)

Ask the mercy of Allah for the dead before burial

islamimanihsan.com
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General Conclusive Remarks:
The following remarks can be noted through this small work:

1. We have seen that Allah orders us to ask forgiveness for our brothers who
came to earth before us, that is our dead people. (Verse 1)
2. We have seen that Allah orders us to ask forgiveness for our parents.
(Verse 2)
3. We have seen that Allah orders us to ask forgiveness for ourselves,
parents and believers. (Verse 3)
4. We have seen that Allah orders us not to ask forgiveness for the unbelievers
and the hypocrites. (Verse 4)
5. We have seen that Allah orders us not to go and stand at the graves of the
unbelievers and the hypocrites. (Verse 4)
6. We have seen that when a man dies there are 3 things that benefit him and
among them is a good useful pious child. (Hadith No. 1)
7. We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) ordered us to visit graves as a since of
reminder of death. (Hadith No. 2)
8. We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) was allowed to visit the grave of his
mother and ordered us to do likewise as that reminds us of Aakhirah.
(Hadith No. 3)
9. We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) went to Jannat ul Baqi’ and said that
he was sent to Al Baqi’ to pray for them. (Hadith No. 4)
10.We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) went to Al Baqi’, he stayed for a
long moment, he raised his hands 3 times and said that Allah ordered
him to go to the people of Al Baqi’ and ask forgiveness for them. (Hadith
No. 5)
11.We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) used to go to the graves of Al Baqi’
each time it was the night of Hazrat Aisha (ra). (Hadith No. 6)
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12.We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) formulated different kinds of du’a
for the dead people. (Hadith No. 7)
13.We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) went to the grave of a dead person
who was buried the previous day and perform the funeral prayer at his
grave. (Hadith No. 8)
14. We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) went to the grave of a dead person
for a whole period of 1 month and at another occasion he went after one
month. (Hadith No. 9)
15.We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) went to the grave of the Ashab of
Uhud after 8 years. (Hadith No. 10)
16.We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) went to the grave of a dead person and
after burial he stayed for a long time, asked forgiveness for the dead and
pray for his remembrance of the questions in Qabr. (Hadith No. 11)
17.We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) taught his Ashab to make du’a for
the dead people with sincerity. (Hadith No. 12)
18.We have seen a hadith where the prophet (s.a.w) taught us to pray for the
dead as well as for the living at a grave. (Hadith No. 13)
19.We have seen hadith where Surah Al Faatiha and another Surah are
recited loudly by a dead person and it is a sunnah. (Hadith No. 14)
20.We have seen hadith where Surah Yaaseen is recited over the dead
people. (Hadith No. 15)
21.We have seen hadith where the prophet (s.a.w) went to a grave of a dead
person after days, performed the Swalaat ul Janaza, Takbir, Tilaawat,
Darood Ibrahim and Du’a for the dead person. (Hadith No. 16)
22.We have seen hadith where through du’a Allah illuminates the Qabr of a
dead person. (Hadith No. 17)
23.We have seen hadith where if there is the presence of 40 men at a funeral,
Allah will consider the 40 men as intercessors for the dead men. (Hadith
No. 18)
24.We have seen another hadith where if there is the presence of 100 men at a
funeral, Allah will consider the 100 men as intercessors for the dead men.
(Hadith No. 19)
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25.We have seen that Sadaqa for the dead people in form of a Garden is
permissible and Sunnah (Hadith no. 20)
26.We have seen that Sadaqa for the dead people in form of a Fasting (Sawm /
Roza) is permissible and Sunnah (Hadith No. 21)
27.We have seen that Sadaqa for the dead people in form of a Hajj
permissible and Sunnah (Hadith No. 21)

is

28.We have seen that Sadaqa for the dead people in form of Water is
permissible and Sunnah (Hadith No. 22)
29.We have seen that Sadaqa for the dead people in form of Wealth is
permissible and Sunnah (Hadith No. 23)
30.We have seen that Sadaqa for the dead people reduces the sins of the dead
people and is permissible and Sunnah (Hadith No. 23)
31.We have seen that sticking and planting leaves over the graves of the dead
people reduces the sins of the dead people and is permissible and Sunnah
(Hadith No. 24)
32.We have seen that the Tilaawat of the Qur’an is considered as Sadaqa by
Allah, then why can’t we give such Sadaqa (Tilaawat of the Qur’an) to the
dead people. (Hadith No. 25)
33.We have seen that when Hazrat ‘Umar (ra) died the following occurred the
Ashab (ra) gathered around him before his burial, the Ashab (ra) invoked
Allah for him before his burial, the Ashab (ra) asked du’a for him before his
burial and Hazrat ‘Ali (ra) asked for mercy of Allah for him before his burial
(Hadith No. 26, 27, 28)
34.If the collectors of hadith have made in their books chapters like:
(i)

ِ اْلقُُب
‘Visiting the graves’ (ور

(ii)

‘What

)باب ِفي ِزيارِة

Has Been Related About The Permission To Visit The Graves’

ِ اْلقُُب
(ور
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(iii)

‘The Order To Seek Forgiveness For The Believers’ (

ِ ِ)ب
اال ْستِ ْغف ِار لِْل ُم ْؤ ِمنِين
(iv)

‘What is to be said when entering the graveyard and supplicating for
its occupants’ (

(v)

باب األ ْم ِر

ِ الدع
ِ )باب ما ُيقا ُل ِع ْند ُد ُخ
ُّ ور و
ِ ول اْلقُُب
اء أل ْهلِها

‘Supplicating for the deceased during the (funeral) prayer’ (

ِ اء لِْلمي
ِ الدع
ُّ )
ِّت ِفي الصَّال ِة
(vi)

باب

‘What Has Been Related About (Performing) The (Funeral) Salat
Over The Grave’ (ا ْلق ْب ِر

)باب ما جاء ِفي الصَّال ِة على

(vii) ‘Praying For Forgiveness By The Grave Of The Dead (Deceased) At
The Time Of Departing (Burial)’ (

ِ ) ِفي وْق ِت
ِ صر
ِ اال ْن
اف

ِ
ِ االستِ ْغف ِار ِع ْند اْلق ْب ِر لِْلمي
ِّت
ْ باب

ِ لِْلمي
(viii) ‘The Supplication For The Deceased’ (ِّت
(ix)

ِ الدع
ُّ )باب
اء

‘Tilaawat (Reciting the Qur'an) by the Dead’ (

ِ )اْلمي
ِّت
(x)

‘To offer the (funeral) Salat on the grave after the burial of the
deceased’ (ن
ُ ُي ْدف

(xi)

باب اْل ِقراء ِة ِع ْند

)باب الصَّال ِة على اْلق ْب ِر ب ْعد ما

‘Praying over the grave’ (ا ْلق ْب ِر

)باب الصَّال ِة على

(xii) ‘If forty people pray for a person, they will intercede for him’ (

ِ )من صلَّى عل ْي ِه أربعون ُشفِّعوا ِف
يه
ْ
ُ
ُ ْ
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(xiii) ‘If one hundred (people) pray for a person, they will intercede for

ِ ِف
him’ (يه

)باب م ْن صلَّى عل ْي ِه ِمائةٌ ُشفِّ ُعوا

(xiv) ‘If somebody gives a piece of land as an bequest (charity) and does
not mark its boundaries it is permissible and as well as charity’ (

ِ )إِذا وقف أ ْرضا ول ْم ُيبي
ُ وكذلِك الصَّدقة،ِّن اْل ُح ُدود ف ْهو جائٌِز
(xv) ‘Placing a leaf of a date palm over the grave’ (

)اْلق ْب ِر

باب

باب اْلج ِر ِيد على

This means that these chapters are their ‘Aqeedah and Madhhab Or else they
would not have included them in their Books of Hadith. When a title is given to a
chapter? It is when the chapter is important and worthy.

35.My simple questions are:
(i)

If in Swalaat ul Janaza there is the recitation (Tilaawat) of Surah
Faatiha, is it not reciting verses of the Qur’an by the dead person?

(ii)

If the prophet (s.a.w) has advised us to read Surah Yaaseen by our
dead people, is it not considered as Tilaawat of the Qur’an by the side
of our dead?

(iii)

If the prophet (s.a.w) has advised us to read Surah Faatiha and Surah
Yaaseen by a dead person, what is the real purpose except that these
surah will benefit the dead?

(iv)

If the Tilaawat of the Qur’an does not benefit the dead, why then did
the prophet advise us to read surah Faatiha in the Swalaat ul Janaza?

(v)

If the Tilaawat of the Qur’an does not benefit the dead, why then did
the prophet advise us to read surah Faatiha in the Swalaat ul Janaza?

(vi)

If by donating a garden, wealth and water as Sadaqa this will benefit
the dead people in their graves, what about the Tilaawat (reading) of
the Qur’an?
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(vii) Will the Tilaawat help the dead people?
(viii) If by fasting (Sawm) and performing the Hajj as Sadaqa this will
benefit the dead people in their graves, what about the Tilaawat
(reading) of the Qur’an?
(ix)

Will the Tilaawat help the dead people?

(x)

If by making a Sadaqa this will reduce the sins of the dead people,
what about the Tilaawat (reading) of the Qur’an.

36.If we take one hadith each at a time and set the right questions, we will see
the truth.
The concepts of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah on this present topic ‘Visiting
Graves And Isaaluth Thawaab For The Dead’ is founded from the Qur’an and
Sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w). All these above hadith have been taken from
genuine books of hadith of Bukhariy, Muslim, Abu Dawood, Tirmidhi, Nasa’i, Ibn
Majah and Al Muwatta.

No one can dare to say that these hadith are false FOR
THE SIMPLE REASON like who is more learned in the
field of Hadith than these above collectors?
The irony in such situation is that those ‘Ulama who used to criticize the
above mentioned Collections of Hadith (Bukhari, Muslim, Ibn Majah etc …)
saying that such and such hadith is weak or false are these same persons who
studied the methodologies of the collectors of hadith mentioned above. And now
they pretend to be more learned and dared to say that not all hadith are swahih or
hasan in the collections of Hadith. For example, the Wahabi Salafi Albani has
edited the Swahih Al Bukhariy and launched a new book ‘Swahih ul adab il
Mufrad’ where he has removed all the supposed to be false hadith in Bukhariy and
included only the Swahih in his book as if he has the ‘ilm higher than Imam
Bukhariy to act as such. Imam Bukhariy wrote the book ‘Adab ul Mufrad’ and the
Wahabi Albani corrected Imam Bukhariy and his book. This is how Wahabi
works.
The fields of hadith literature, Asma ur Rijaal, Hadith criticism etc … have
been developed and standardised during the time of the Tabi’in, Taba’ut Tabi’in
and the times of the above mentioned collectors of hadith. How can someone not
from these periods who have studied under the methodologies of the ‘Ulama of
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these periods criticize such people? These are hypocrites and ungrateful people
with mean characters.
Now it is up to you … readers to derive your own conclusions.
Allah and His Rasoul Muhammad Mustwafa (s.a.w) know best. 6 Dhul Qa’dah
1434 / 13 September 2013
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